Sandwell 

CHRONICLE 



Thursday, October 5, 2017 


Read by more than 64,000 people 


Price when sold 70p 


Watchdog acknowledges improvement but still airs fears 

OFSTED CONCERNS 
OVER CHILDCARE 


By Richard Guttridge 

MORE needs to be done to im¬ 
prove children’s services at 
Sandwell Council, Ofsted has 
said after inspectors returned 
to the department which is rat¬ 
ed ‘inadequate’. 

The watchdog said it had seen signs 
of improvement within the department 
but there were still concerns about how 
it is being run. 

Children’s services in Sandwell are to be taken 
over by an independent trust in the hope of turn¬ 
ing around the failing department. Former Home 
Secretary Jacqui Smith has been drafted in to 
chair the new social care trust. 

Following the latest visit to view if progress 
had been made, inspector John Roughton said 
care plans for children looked after by the author¬ 
ity were often of ‘poor quality’ and ‘not specific 
enough, and do not focus on all risks, or the com¬ 
plexity, of a child’s needs and behaviour’. 

There are currently 249 children with care plans 
or long-term fostering plans which have not been 
formally approved, while concerns about children 
receiving unsuitable care were also raised. 

Passionate 

Worker’s caseloads also remain too high, accord¬ 
ing to Ofsted, although Mr Roughton said they 
were reducing towards a ‘manageable level’. 

The inspector praised social workers, who he 
said were passionate about their roles and added 
Sandwell Council was aware of what it needed to 
do to improve and had set clear priorities. 

It is hoped the formation of the trust, and the 
support of a heavyweight figure in Ms Smith, who 
served as Home Secretary under Gordon Brown, 
will bring about the necessary changes. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet member for 
children’s services at Sandwell Council said: “The 
most recent visit by Ofsted has given us clear di¬ 
rection on what needs to be improved. 

“We still have a long way to go and we will take 
this feedback and concentrate our efforts to work 
on the areas highlighted. Social workers are pas¬ 
sionate about the job they do and morale in the 
workforce is now much better. 

“We have been able to recruit a number of 
permanent staff at all levels which has resulted 
in lower caseloads for social workers and better 
supervision provided by managers. Making sure 
children in Sandwell are safe remains our number 
one priority.” 


BUILDING UP A PICTURE OF NEW LEGO CENTRE 



An artist’s impression of the outside of the playground at the £7 million Legoland Discovery Centre 



Inside the Lego playground which will have lots of interactive fun to offer youngsters 


A SNEAK peek into how the 
new £7 million Legoland Dis¬ 
covery Centre in Birmingham 
will look has been revealed. 

Ten themed Lego play zones, 
two themed rides and a 4D 
cinema are included in the Le¬ 
goland plans for Arena Birming¬ 
ham. 

New artist illustrations re¬ 
veal how the building will look, 
the entrance and Miniland - an 
area dedicated to landmarks 
and iconic buildings from Bir¬ 
mingham and beyond - which 
is made up of a total of 421,800 

The 58,900 sq ft discovery 
centre, set to open in summer 
2018, is being created from a 
child’s perspective with bright, 
vibrant designs throughout, 
allowing children to immerse 
themselves into a ‘world of col¬ 
our, igniting their creativity’. 

Interactive 

Including a build and test 
area as well as the other attrac¬ 
tions, children aged between 
three and ten years old will be 
able to enjoy two to three hours 
of interactive and educational 
fun. 

There will also be the ‘ulti¬ 
mate indoor Lego playground’, 
a coffee shop as well as party 
rooms. 

Amy Langham, the Legoland 
Discovery Centre Birmingham 
general manager, said: “We love 
the artist illustrations as they 
really bring to life the vibrant 
design of the attraction and give 
families a glimpse behind the 
scenes during the construction 
stages. 

“It was amazing seeing how 
excited the children were at our 
ground breaking ceremony with 
just 90,000 Lego bricks - im¬ 
agine how they will be once our 
attraction opens next summer!” 


CRIME 

Have-a-go heroes 
in bid to stop raid 

A GANG of jewellery shop robbers 
were almost stopped in their tracks by 
a group of have-a-go heroes after they 
threw stones and bricks at them. 

Half a dozen members of the public 
charged up to a car involved in the jew¬ 
ellery heist on Smethwick High Street. 

Stones and bricks were then thrown 
through open doors and windows of 
the car before it was driven off from the 
scene. Mobile phone footage of the 
incident has been uploaded to social 
media. It followed the raid on Naresh 
Jewellers on Friday just before 6.30pm. 

A quantity of jewellery was taken in 
the robbery, which is now being inves¬ 
tigated by West Midlands Police. The 
footage shows three men fleeing from 
the shop, before getting in an Audi S3. 

Despite the attempts to stop them 
leaving, the trio got away. 

West Midlands Police confirmed of¬ 
ficers were investigating the incident. 

A spokeswoman said: “An investi¬ 
gation is under way and anyone with 
information is asked to call police on 
101 or Crimestoppers, anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.” 

TRANSPORT 

Thousands hit by 
Monarch collapse 

AROUND 3,000 Monarch passengers flew 
back to Birmingham on Monday as the big¬ 
gest civilian airlift in peacetime got under 
way following the company’s collapse into 
administration. 

The biggest-ever failure of a UK air¬ 
line has affected 110,000 holidaymakers 
abroad and another 750,000 people with 
future bookings. The Civil Aviation Author¬ 
ity drafted in a fleet of more than 30 air¬ 
craft to bring people home after Monarch 
went into administration in the early hours 
of yesterday morning. Around 13,000 pas¬ 
sengers a day will be flown home. 

Monarch has blamed terror attacks in 
Egypt and Tunisia, and the ‘decimation’ of 
the tourist trade in Turkey for its demise. 

The loss-making airline employs around 
2,100 people, with 500 of them at its major 
base in Birmingham. 
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Palmer: l lay there fighting for my life 



Ex-Baggies - Carlton Palmer 


FORMER Baggies star Carlton Palmer 
says he has been given a new lease of life 
following a brush with death after col¬ 
lapsing during a football tournament. 

The ex-England international, aged 
51, who was born in Rowley Regis, 
was 20 minutes into a masters football 
match between England and Germany 
in Singapore when he collapsed and was 
rushed to hospital. 

He says his hands and legs were numb 
and through the haze of his garbled 
thoughts he could make out voices of 
alarm warning of an imminent cardiac 
arrest. His heart-rate soared past 200 


and failed to slow down. “I was fighting 
for my life,” said Palmer, recalling the 
incident last year. “I could feel the air 
leaving my body. My heart was pound¬ 
ing like it was trying to get out of my 
chest and it was getting worse.” 

Fortunately doctors were able to save 
Palmer after correcting his heartbeat 
with high-voltage shocks - although 
not before it had reached 220 beats per 
minute. 

Heart specialists later found he had 
been born with a slight abnormality to 
the veins around his heart which could 
cause a flutter and atrial fibrillation, 


known as an AFib or an irregular heart¬ 
beat. He underwent a five-hour opera¬ 
tion, involving surgery through both 
groins to widen arteries near his heart. 

The AFib could reoccur, but the 
51-year-old has been told there is no 
reason to expect a problem. Now, 10 
months after the operation, he is off all 
medication. 

In his soon-to-be-released autobiog¬ 
raphy, It Is What It Is, Palmer says his 
brush with death gave him a new-found 
appreciation of life’s fragility. 

Palmer, who now lives in China, spent 
five years at Albion. 


Women embrace the 
mud for cancer run 


MUD, mud, glorious mud - 
there was nothing quite like 
it for more than 2,000 en¬ 
trants in the very first Pretty 
Muddy race at Sandwell Val¬ 
ley Country Park. 

Women and girls battled over a 
three-mile course throwing them¬ 
selves down chutes, wriggling under 
cargo nets, bouncing on Space Hop¬ 
pers and charging through a mud pit 
while continually being drenched by 
race organisers. 

But it was all for a good cause with 
around £200,000 being raised for 
Cancer Research UK from Saturday’s 
inaugural event at West Bromwich. 

Battled 

Most of the female-only field had 
personal reasons for taking part. 
Midwife Lavinia Henry, aged 49, 
from Penn, Wolverhampton, had two 
good friends in mind as she battled 
her way around the course. 

“One of them Gail had signed up 
to do this event but has since been 
diagnosed with bowel cancer so this 
is quite poignant for me. My other 
friend Jo is currently fighting can¬ 
cer,” she said. 

Nurse Julie Darcy, of Walsall 
Wood, organised a group of 15 friends 
and workmates to take part in the 
fundraiser after the experience of 
caring for her mother in the last six 
months of her life. Her mum Doreen 
died aged 72 on New Year’s Day 2015 
after fighting four different types of 
cancer over 29 years. 

Julie, 51, said: “As a nurse at Wal¬ 
sall Manor Hospital, I’ve been in¬ 
volved in acute medical assessment 
but palliative care is a very different 
type of nursing, helping patients 
towards as peaceful and painless a 
death as possible, and supporting 
their families.” Organisers declared 
the event a big success. 




Slip sliding away - no escaping the soaking for this pair Another competitor who, so far, avoided the mud 


Almost 50 
die for year 
on roads in 
the region 

ALMOST 50 people died on our roads 
in 2016. Newly released figures from 
the Department for Transport show 47 
people were killed in Wolverhampton, 
Sandwell, Dudley, Walsall and Stafford¬ 
shire last year. 

This was up from 39 the year before. 
In Wolverhampton four people died on 
the roads in 2016. They include Sean 
Williams, aged 13, who died after he was 
hit by a car on the A4124 Lakefield Road 
in Wednesfield on December 29. 

Joshua Harvey, 23, of Griffiths Drive, 
Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, pleaded not 
guilty to causing his death by careless 
driving this month. He is due to stand 
trial later this year. 

The figures also showed the number 
of people seriously injured and slightly 
injured in each authority area. 

In Wolverhampton in 2016, 79 people 
were seriously injured, with 612 slightly 
injured. In Dudley it was 115 and 560, in 
Sandwell 123 people and 696 people, and 
in Walsall 81 and 626 were affected. In 
Staffordshire it was 262 people seriously 
injured, 2,412 slightly injured. 

Nick Lloyd, of Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents said: “When 
there’s an increase in traffic with eco¬ 
nomic growth, generally casualty statis¬ 
tics do tend to go up, but this in no way 
justifies these shocking figures.” 

Main cemetery 
wall damaged 

A SECTION of wall at the entrance to a 
cemetery in the Black Country has col¬ 
lapsed after a vehicle ploughed into it. 
The main entrance to Heath Lane cem¬ 
etery in West Bromwich has been closed 
due to damage to the pillars and gates 
and will have to be rebuilt. 

A vehicle collided with the gates and 
brickwork in Walsall Road at around 
8.30pm last Wednesday. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Syeda Khatun said: “The 
gates and pillars have suffered exten¬ 
sive damage. That entrance is going 
to be closed for the foreseeable future 
while we work to get everything rebuilt 
and replaced. We’d ask mourners to use 
the Walsall Road entrance, both when 
visiting the cemetery to lay flowers and 
attending funerals.” 

Potter Illustrator 
due at bookshop 

A BOOKSHOP is holding a meet and 
greet with an artist who has illustrated 
Harry Potter books. Jim Kay will be ap¬ 
pearing at Foyles Birmingham on Satur¬ 
day between 2.30-3.30pm. 

Jim has produced the artwork for il¬ 
lustrated Harry Potter books. 
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Parking plea 
after pupil 
is hit by car 
near school 

A HEADTEACHER has urged par¬ 
ents to park more safely after a pupil 
was hit by a car outside a school. 

Lynsey Draycott, of Barr Bea¬ 
con School, condemned parents for 
parking irresponsibly on pavements, 
double yellow lines or at junctions. It 
follows an incident involving a Year 
8 student where dangerous parking 
contributed to the accident outside 
the secondary school in Old Hall 
Lane, Aldridge. 

In a letter to parents, Ms Draycott 
says: “Despite repeated requests ask¬ 
ing parents not to park dangerously 
on pavements, double yellow lines or 
on a junction of local roads, this has 
continued. Already, one of our pu¬ 
pils has been hit by a car outside the 
school gates, on a road which has dou¬ 
ble yellow lines. 

“A local resident who witnessed the 
parking has asked the school if it re¬ 
quires a fatality before parents park 
using common sense. Cars have been 
observed reversing back down Old 
Hall Lane. 

“Parents who park on Beacon Road, 
opposite the school, are expecting 
their child to cross a very busy, main 
road rather than walking the pedes¬ 
trian traffic lights. 

“We have asked both police and 
local parking enforcement officer to 
regularly visit the area during the 
mornings, at the end of the day and 
school functions.” 

Heads up for a 
taste of future 

FLYING drones and virtual reality 
headsets helped add a futuristic look 
to the Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual exhibition. 

The event at Wolverhampton Race¬ 
course attracted more than 370 dele¬ 
gates. The four-hour free admission 
event featured a record 70 stands 
from a range of businesses across the 
region. 

A dedicated manufacturing area 
was a new feature this year. 

The exhibition was also helping to 
generate interest in staging events for 
next year’s first Black Country Busi¬ 
ness Festival, which will run from 
April 23 to May 4. 

The chamber will be returning to 
the racecourse on November 17 for its 
annual awards dinner. 


Opticians' boost 

AN opticians has raised funds to sup¬ 
port the Royal National Institute of 
Blind People as part of National Eye 
Health Week. The team at Specsavers 
in New Square Shopping Centre, West 
Bromwich, raised £500 last week. 


Row of 21 shops goes on the market 



The row of shops in Bearwood Road 


A ROW of shops, businesses and flats 
is going up for auction. 

The parade of 21 shops would fetch 
new owners £259,270 a year from rent 
paid by tenants, according to auction¬ 
eers Allsop. 

The company said the development 
would give new owners ‘numerous 
opportunities to add value through 
active management’. Ward council¬ 
lors have welcomed the upcoming sale 
of the site on Bearwood Road, which 
they described as ‘run down’. 

The property is spread across three 
floors with commercial, office and res¬ 


idential space. Among the businesses 
that operate there are Bank of Scot¬ 
land, Factory Shop Ltd, Papa John’s 
and Boots. There is an opportunity 
to create new homes as apartments 
within the site, the auctioneers said. 

Abbey ward councillor Ann Jar on 
hopes new owners could be attracted 
to pump money into the site. 

She said: “These shops are located 
at the gateway to Sandwell. These 
are a row of shops which were owned 
by a family property company that 
went into liquidation. The properties 
are rundown. If they are being sold, 


hopefully that means someone wants 
to invest in them. 

“There is retail space on the ground 
floor and residential space (upstairs). 
I would welcome this auction whole¬ 
heartedly. This is good news for Bear¬ 
wood.” 

The auction will take place on Oc¬ 
tober 18. Councillor Jaron has previ¬ 
ously highlighted how she hopes more 
investment can come to Bearwood. 

She spoke of the revamp of the 
Grade 11-listed Lightwoods House in 
the town as another example of steps 
being taken to improve the area. 


Security app foils raider 
as he tried to break in 


A BUNGLING burglar was nabbed 
by a smartphone app which caught 
him out as he tried to break into a 
man’s home. 

The owner of the house in Bearwood 
was alerted as Terrance Adrian Clarke 
forced his way in. 

The 64-year-old pleaded guilty at Dudley 
Magistrates Court to burglary and now awaits 
sentencing. Clarke went into the porch when 
security software detected him and sent an 
alert to the homeowner’s phone. 

The owner, in a bid trace the suspect, later 
posted the footage on Facebook. 

Clarke was arrested by police and during an 
interview with officers he admitted ‘I shouldn’t 
have done it’. 

Mr Adil Khan, defending, called the crime a 
serious offence but argued Clarke had not been 
in trouble with the law for six years. Mrs Kelly 
Crow, prosecuting, said it was believed Clarke 
did not steal any items from the address. 

A motion sensor and CCTV camera fixed in¬ 
side the property had picked up Clarke in the 
early hours of September 26, which had alerted 
the homeowner. 

Message 

Clarke has been granted bail while he awaits 
sentencing at crown court on October 27. 

Mrs Crow, prosecuting, said: “The home- 
owner was aware early in the morning that his 
porch had been accessed. 

“He became aware of a message on his phone 
that there was a visitor at his address. 

“A security device fitted to the porch de¬ 
tected a man at the front door. 

“The homeowner then posted on Facebook 
the CCTV. 

“I don’t believe anything was stolen at the 
address. Clarke got as far as the porch when 
the motion sensor was activated. 

“His last offence was 2011 which was for 
burglary. Clarke recieved a 15 month sentence 
for that.” 

Mr Adil Khan, defending, said: “It is a seri¬ 
ous offence in relation to burglary. 

“Clarke hasn’t been in trouble for the last 
six years.” 



Crystal Harris with her late husband Hugh Hefner. It emerged that she will inherit some of his fortune 


FORMER Playboy model Crystal 
Harris, who grew up in West Bro¬ 
mwich, has broken her silence fol¬ 
lowing the death of her husband 
multi-millionaire Hugh Hefner. 

The 31-year-old was married 
to Hefner for five years before he 
died at the age of 91 last Wednes¬ 
day. Reports suggested that Crys¬ 
tal would not be entitled to any 
of the Hef s £32 million fortune, 
and his four children were the sole 
beneficiaries. However, it seems 


that the Playboy founder had 
other ideas. She is set to inherit 
five million dollars as well as the 
luxury pad which he bought his 
wife for seven million dollars. 

Crystal, Hefner’s third wife, 
said that she’s still in disbelief 
that her beloved husband was 
gone, after he was laid to rest on 
Saturday. She told People Maga¬ 
zine: “He was an American hero. 
A pioneer. A kind and humble soul 
who opened up his life and home 


to the world.” Crystal, who is a 
former Playmate of the Year, mar¬ 
ried Hefner in 2012, a year after 
calling off plans to marry him at 
the last minute. 

She added: “I felt how much he 
loved me. I loved him so much. I 
am so grateful. He gave me life. 
He gave me direction. He taught 
me kindness. I will feel eternally 
grateful to have been by his side, 
holding his hand, and telling him 
how much I love him.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Sharp Increase 
in revenge porn 

THERE has been a sharp rise in ‘re¬ 
venge porn’ cases being reported to 
police in the West Midlands. Figures 
released under the Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act reveal the number of of¬ 
fences increased to 105 last year, up 
from 55 in 2015. 

So far this year there has been 73 
offences reported. Wolverhampton 
Liberal Democrat campaigner Rob 
Quarmby said: “I don’t want to see, as 
I do sometimes, a child’s first conver¬ 
sation about the meaning of consent 
being in a police interview room. 

“I have a daughter and the thought 
that something like this can happen to 
her horrifies me?” 

Deacon Blue to 
play Birmingham 

SCOTTISH pop rockers Deacon Blue 
will celebrate their 30th anniversary 
with a tour coming to Birmingham 
next year. 

The Glaswegian band, led by singer 
and songwriter Ricky Ross, with back¬ 
ing vocals from Lorraine McIntosh, 
formed back in 1985. They are famed 
for a variety of songs, such as Real 
Gone Kid, Dignity, Chocolate Girl and 
When Will You (Make My Telephone 
Ring) and will play the Symphony Hall 
on Tuesday, December 2, 2018. 

Tickets to the show are now on sale, 
priced between £35.50 and £45.50. 

Marco shuts down 
Brum restaurant 

CELEBRITY chef Marco Pierre White 
has shut one of his popular Midlands 
restaurants. The English Chophouse 
restaurant at Hotel La Tour has made 
way for the rebranding of the Bir¬ 
mingham venue after it was sold to 
the Dublin-based Dalata Hotel Group. 

The restaurant, which served 
steaks and English classics amongst 
other dishes, will now be part of the 
new Clayton hotel. 

The chef also has a restaurant - the 
Marco Pierre White Steakhouse, Bar 
and Grill - situated on the 25th floor 
of The Cube, which opened in 2011. 

Reunion for former 
Hollyhead Road pupils 

A SCHOOL reunion takes place in the 
Black Country in a few days. 

The event on October 19 is for for¬ 
mer pupils of Holyhead Road School in 
Wednesbury. 

Adults who left before 1962 are in¬ 
vited to attend. 

The reunion will take place at the 
school from 7pm. 

Parking spaces are also available 
within the grounds of the Holyhead 
Road site. 
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© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 
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The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
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Telephone: 0121 588 5737 
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Eyesore land goes on market for £2m 


COUNTY NEWS 


No joke for Jim 
on murder claim 

AUSSIE comic Jim Jefferies brought 
his hit TV show to the streets of Bir¬ 
mingham, which he told his American 
audience was the murder capital of 
the UK. The film sees him with of¬ 
ficers from West Midlands Police. 

He joined Insp Matt Minton and Sgt 
Leanne Chapman and the film sees 
the pair stop and detain suspected 
criminals. Jefferies has been vocal in 
his criticism of US gun control. 

He said Birmingham was the ‘mur¬ 
der capital of the UK’ with 13 hom¬ 
icides in 2016. His film compares it 
with Birmingham, Alabama, with a 
quarter of the population but eight 
times more - 104 murders in 2016. 

Students are put 
on right towpath 

ENGINEERING students kicked off 
the new term by sprucing up a canal 
towpath. 

The students from City of Wolver¬ 
hampton College, who are studying for 
level two and three diplomas in me¬ 
chanical engineering, helped improve 
the Lichfield and Hatherton Canal. 

They spread hardcore along a half- 
mile stretch of the path, as part of an 
ongoing restoration scheme, as well as 
visiting the canal aqueduct crossing 
the M6 Toll road. 

College bosses said the project was 
organised to show students the types 
of work involved in civil engineering 
projects, as well as develop team work. 

Bears to go as 
auction begins 

THE decorated bears from this sum¬ 
mer’s Big Sleuth art trail in Birming¬ 
ham and the Black Country are being 
sold at auction. Fieldings Auctioneers 
in Stourbridge is hosting the sale on 
October 12. It will raise funds for Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital. 

The project’s predecessor The Big 
Hoot, raised £500,000 for Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital in 2015 and 
The Big Sleuth is aiming to beat that. 

Bidding for each bear is expected to 
start in the region of £6,000. 

Firm's sales bounce 
back after move 

A FIRM specialising in rubber prod¬ 
ucts and polymer sheeting has in¬ 
creased sales by seven per cent. 

MacLellan Rubber moved from 
Neachells Lane, Wednesfield, to Plan¬ 
etary Road Industrial Estate in Wil- 
lenhall last year. The 146-year-old 
business had been at the Wednesfield 
site for 12 years. Director Andrew On¬ 
ions said: “I’m delighted that our per¬ 
formance has bucked the trend.” 


EYESORE land has been put on the 
market for nearly £2 million, with 
hopes that a housing development 
could be built on it. 

The site of the former job centre 
building in Church Hill Street, near 
Smethwick Rolfe Street Station, could 
see 60 homes built on it if plans are 
resubmitted. It has stood vacant since 
the building was demolished more 
than five years ago. 


It has now been put on the market 
by The Intelligent Move estate agents 
in West Bromwich for a guide price of 
£1.9 million. 

Planning permission was originally 
granted by council bosses in 2008 
for 60 residential units with associ¬ 
ated car and cycle parking. Council¬ 
lor Preet Gill, who represents the St 
Paul’s ward in Smethwick, said hous¬ 
ing on the site would be welcome. 


She added: “Properties and sites 
that have sat there empty or derelict 
for a long time need something done 
with them. 

“Any plans going forward to regen¬ 
erate the area is a positive. Houses 
in the centre of Smethwick would be 
really beneficial and welcome by the 
communities around them. 

“We need more investment and so¬ 
cial housing, so if this could be a mixed 


development site it would be great. 

“We don’t want people to be pushed 
out of their homes with a lack of social 
housing, but more so offer the best 
choice as we possibly can to them.” 

Plans for the build that were origi¬ 
nally submitted in 2008 by Zebra Ar¬ 
chitects, state that the site would offer 
potential to get more people into the 
the town. 


Pet dog 
was left 
to starve 
in kennel 

A DOG which was rescued after it was 
seen clawing its way out of its kennel 
had to be put down due to starvation. 

The RSCPA believe rottweiler Mai- 
sie was severely neglected for up to 
three months and was in her ‘final 
death throes’ when she was recovered 
from a property in Willenhall. 

Her owner Cathryn Tarbuck has 
now been handed a life ban on keep¬ 
ing animals by magistrates. 

One of the defendant’s friends spot¬ 
ted Maisie digging at the floor of her 
kennel at the property on St Stephens 
Avenue on January 27 this year. 

They immediately contacted a vet 
who had no choice but to put the dog 
to sleep due to her poor condition. 

Tarbuck, aged 28, has since been 
found guilty of causing unnecessary 
suffering to the dog and failing to 
meet her needs. 

At Birmingham Magistrates’ Court 
last Monday she was disqualified from 
ever keeping animals again, handed a 
12-month community order and was 
ordered to pay a £50 fine and £385 
court costs. 

RSPCA inspector Dawn Burrell 
said: “Maisie was trying to dig her 
way out of her kennel but she was 
clearly weak. Tarbuck’s friend helped 
get Maisie out and then said to Tar¬ 
buck, ‘She is in a really bad way’. 

“The vet who came to assess Maisie 
said that she had been suffering and 
sadly she was put to sleep on humane 
grounds. She had likely been suffering 
for at least three months. 

It is so sad that she had been left to 
suffer like that and for her life to end 
during such a period of distress. 

“There is simply no excuse to ne¬ 
glect an animal like this.” 

Bus stops lined 
up for the chop 

UNDERUSED bus stops on busy 
routes could be scrapped in an effort 
to keep buses moving. Transport for 
West Midlands has launched a trial 
during which buses will no longer pull 
in at four stops in Birmingham. 

They are the number 8a/8c at In¬ 
ner-circle, number 50 at Alcester 
Road, number 45 and 47 at Pershore 
Road and number 63 at Bristol Road. 

West Midlands people should be 
within 400 metres of a served bus 
stop, according to transport policy in 
the region. However, some stops have 
been installed as close as 130 metres 
apart. Jon Hayes, of TfWM, said: “In¬ 
creasing congestion, and particularly 
at this time of year, is continually eat¬ 
ing in to j ourney times. Removing bus 
stops we don’t need any more is one 
way of tackling this.” 


2 Sisters food safety 
investigation goes on 



By Simon Penfold 


FOOD safety investigators have re¬ 
turned to 2 Sisters’ West Bromwich 
plant this week as the firm suspend¬ 
ed production following allegations 
over hygiene standards. 

Staff were filmed in an undercover investi¬ 
gation apparently changing dates on labels and 
picking chicken off the floor before packing it 
for sale. 

The revelations have led to a string of super¬ 
markets cancelling orders with the company. 

A spokesman for the firm, which supplies a 
third of all poultry products eaten in the UK, 
said investigations had found no wrongdoing. 

But the Food Standards Agency is still carry¬ 
ing out its investigation. Its people have been 
working at the chicken processing factory since 
Thursday last week. 

Meanwhile the company has said production 
work is suspended with hundreds of workers 
at its Site D plant in Dial Lane undergoing re¬ 
training. 

Union leaders met with 2 Sisters manage¬ 
ment on Monday. 

The crisis is likely to see the firm’s founder, 
billionaire tycoon Ranjit Boparan, called to 
Westminster to answer questions about the 
scandal. So far four major supermarket chains 
- Sainsbury, Marks & Spencer, Aldi and Lidl - 
have pulled chickens supplied by the West Bro¬ 
mwich factory. 

2 Sisters announced it was temporarily 
suspending production at Dial Lane on Sun¬ 
day. The company said: “We are shocked and 
distressed by the allegations and the footage 
which we saw for the first time on Thursday, 
September 28. We responded immediately by 
launching our own internal investigation at 
our West Bromwich plant and invited the Food 
Standards Agency (FSA) to independently re¬ 
view our standards. 

“The FSA has been in daily attendance since 
the allegations were raised and confirmed that 
it has not identified any breaches. 

“We will only recommence supply once we are 
satisfied that our colleagues have been appro¬ 
priately retrained.” 


PRIVATE William Richards’ body was never found in 
the mud and gore of the Passchendaele killing fields. 

But his heroics will be forever cherished in the un¬ 
likely setting of an allotment site many miles from his 
native Wales. 

The centenary of the soldier’s death was commem¬ 
orated with full honours at Thornbridge Allotments 
in Great Barr where his service medal was dug up 
several years ago. 

Growers at the site set to work to find out who 
owned it and, after identifying Private Richards 
through his army number, they learned his military 
honours had been distributed among family members, 
including his brother-in-law, Emrys Davies. 

Emrys later moved from the Rhondda Valley in 


south Wales to Great Barr and had an allotment plot 
at the site. 

Uncovering the story of Private Richards, of the 7th 
Battalion King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, was taken 
on as a research project by the allotment committee 
and over the years they have even traced relatives of 
the miner’s son. After joining up in August 1914, at 
the outbreak of war, he died on September 26, 1917, 
in the Third Battle of Ypres, more commonly known 
as Passchendaele. 

He was just 22 and left a widow, Miriam, who never 
saw him again. 

Descendants of Miriam were at the service of re¬ 
membrance on Saturday and were moved by the grow¬ 
ers’ respect for their great-uncle. 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sok, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Makes 

Sheds and 
Fencing Ltd 

01384 456 800 






LM 




• Fencing panels • Free Quotes • Delivery and erection service on all sheds 

Show site at Blakes Sheds 

Salop Street, Dudley DY1 3AY ^ r 
www.blakessheds.co.uk T 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 2 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerf Sets 

£1100 for V 10” 4” 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) : 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 


) i 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals m w w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 










































5 


Youth gave 
'cocky' look 
that nearly 
cost his life 

A ‘COCKY’ look from a youth at a Mc¬ 
Donald’s restaurant almost cost him 
his life, a judge was told. 

It triggered appalling violence dur¬ 
ing which he was repeatedly stabbed 
with a ‘zombie’ knife by a 16-year-old 
youth in front of ‘countless’ families 
doing their lunchtime shopping, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court. 

The attacker did not like the way 
he was stared at as the pair - mem¬ 
bers of different groups - locked eyes 
at McDonald’s in West Bromwich 
High Street. Words were exchanged 
before he stood up, took his coat off 
and swung a punch at the 17-year-old 
and missed. 

This made him look foolish in front 
of his friends and so he grabbed hold 
of a chair before restaurant staff 
managed to defuse the situation that 
flared up on in broad daylight on Oc¬ 
tober 19 last year. 

The 16-year-old, now 17, was ush¬ 
ered outside but was waiting when 
the other youth, who had not fol¬ 
lowed him, finally emerged. This time 
he was armed with the large knife 
given to him by another member of 
his group who was carrying it in a bag. 

“There was a determined assault 
with him seen lunging at the com¬ 
plainant a number of times even 
though the incident lasted no more 
than 30 seconds,” said Mr William 
Dudley, prosecuting. 

The attacker, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, was overheard to say 
during the stabbing: ‘Nobody f***** 
with me,’ it was said. 

The attacker was arrested and re¬ 
leased pending further inquiries and, 
whilst awaiting trial, attacked a girl 
in another branch of McDonald’s on 
February 3. Mr Simon Hanns, repre¬ 
senting him, said the defendant had 
since moved away from his ‘old ways’ 
and had ‘grown up.’ He was convicted 
of wounding with intent to cause 
grievous bodily harm and received 
four and a half years detention in a 
Young Offenders Institution. 

lawyer in motor 
sport court role 

A LAWYER based in Birmingham has 
been appointed as a chairman of the 
Motor Sports Council National Court, 
the highest judicial authority in UK 
motorsport. Mark Heywood QC, of 
No5 Barristers’ Chambers, practises 
in criminal and regulatory law. He 
was called to the Bar in 1986 and was 
appointed a QC in 2012. 

Mr Heywood is also a lifelong motor 
sport enthusiast, who has competed in 
MSA karting and circuit racing. He is 
currently a Race National A Competi¬ 
tion licence holder competing with the 
750 Motor Club and the Classic Sports 
Car Club. 


£2.6111 expansion complete at school 



AN Oldbury primary school has un¬ 
dergone a major £2.6million refur¬ 
bishment and expansion. 

Perryfields Primary School based in 
Apsley Road, Oldbury will double its 
capacity over the coming years from 
210 to 420 pupils. 

The new building and refurbish¬ 
ment project has finished to coincide 
with the school’s diamond anniver¬ 
sary of its official opening in 1957 by 
Alderman B T Robbins. The school 
first opened its doors to children 61 
years ago on September 5, 1956. The 
building was officially opened by 


Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s services. 

Special guests including council¬ 
lors, ex-pupils, staff and headteachers 
all came along to the event to cele¬ 
brate. Visitors were treated to a spe¬ 
cial assembly followed by the official 
opening ceremony where Councillor 
Simon Hackett and pupils Emer and 
Alfie gave speech and cut the ribbon. 

Ex-pupil Sylvia Allen started at the 
school when it was officially opened in 
1957. Sylvia came along to the cele¬ 
bration. She said: “I loved seeing my 
old school and am really impressed 


with the new building. I can’t quite 
remember the official opening but I 
do have fond memories of Perryfields 
Primary. Over the years I’ve had a 
strong connection with the school and 
now my great niece is a pupil there.” 

The new building that’s been added 
to the existing building includes eight 
classrooms, group rooms, school of¬ 
fices, a staffroom and a drama/dance 
studio and technology room. The 
new building also becomes the main 
entrance to the school which has en¬ 
abled the library are to be extended 
and used more effectively. 


Life-saving 'hero' son 
wins national award 


A SCHOOLBOY from Wednesbury 
who saved his father’s life has won 
a national award. 

Caine Wildman had completed a first 
aid course just days before springing into 
action to save dad Craig in February 

The teenager 
was awarded the 
title of Young 
Hero of the Year 
by St John Am¬ 
bulance chiefs 
at a ceremony in 
London. 

Caine, aged 14, 
returned from 
school to his 
home in Moxley 
in February to find his father lying on the 
sofa. He thought he was just playing with his 
younger siblings, Vinny, 12, Indy, seven and 
Jensen, five. 

However, when he came downstairs after 
getting changed and called his name, he real¬ 
ised his 40-year-old father was unresponsive 
and turning blue. Caine immediately put his 
recent first aid course to good use by putting 
his dad in the recovery position and calling an 
ambulance. 

Overwhelmed 

The operator then guided him through the 
CPR technique, which he remembered from his 
training. His father had gone into respiratory 
failure but Caine saved his life. The RSA Acad¬ 
emy pupil was among a number of winners at 
the charity’s Everyday Heroes awards cere¬ 
mony at the Hilton London Bankside. 

Caine, speaking after the ceremony, said: 
“I’m overwhelmed, really. It feels great to have 
won, even though I don’t feel like I’ve done 
anything that great. I think everyone should 
be taught first aid. It taught me the skills that 
helped me save my dad.” 

His father added: “For me, personally, Caine 
winning tonight is like an ultimate dream be¬ 
cause of what he did for me. Caine has given 
me the opportunity to be part of his life and all 
my children’s lives.” 



Craig and Caine Wildman 



Historic home campaign grows 


Hatherton Lodge, which was once home to Noah Hingley, credited with bringing chainmaking to the area 


A CAMPAIGN to save the for¬ 
mer home of a man credited with 
bringing chain making to the 
Black Country has grown in size. 

More than 70 people have writ¬ 
ten to Dudley Council opposing 
a planning application to knock 
down Hatherton Lodge in Crad- 
ley. And now the Victorian Soci¬ 
ety has joined those objecting to 
the proposal. The lodge was the 
home of Noah Hingley. His world 
renowned Netherton ironworks N 


Hingley & Sons made the anchor 
for the Titantic. 

In a statement to the council, a 
spokesman from the society said: 
“We object to the demolition of 
this 19th century house - home 
of the great industrialist Hingley 
family - and its replacement with 
new dwellings.” 

The Victorian Society is a char¬ 
ity promoting awareness of Victo¬ 
rian and Edwardian buildings in 
England and Wales. It provides 


a list each year of endangered 
buildings and assists councils on 
making decisions on planning ap¬ 
plications. Cornbow Properties is 
behind the plans for building. 

It wants to replace the home 
in Drews Holloway with two 
three-storey and five two-storey 
houses. 

Councillor Laura Taylor said: 
“The property holds historic value 
and is very much admired and 
supported by local residents.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Gymnastics world 
Cup set for Brum 

BIRMINGHAM has been chosen to 
hold the Gymnastics World Cup next 
year. Arena Birmingham will host the 
event over two days in March. 

The event will feature up to nine 
male and nine female gymnasts, rep¬ 
resenting eight different countries. 

Jane Allen, chief executive officer of 
British Gymnastics: “We’re delighted 
to bring this world class gymnastics 
event to Birmingham which has a long 
history of staging gymnastics champi¬ 
onships at world, European and Brit¬ 
ish championship levels.” 

The event takes place on March 21 
and 22. For more information, visit 
gymnasticsworldcup.co.uk 

Big soul night to 
return next year 

THE Big Birmingham Soul Night is 
returning in the new year, it has been 
confirmed. 

The event, organised by The Night 
Owl soul and retro club and Birming¬ 
ham Town Hall, is being held in the 
town hall on February 24. 

It was first held in April and was a 
sell-out success attracting music fans 
from far and wide. The headline DJ 
was Colin Curtis, who began operat¬ 
ing the turntables in the late 1960s at 
the Golden Torch in Stoke-on-Trent. 

Tickets start at £12. To book see 
www.thsh.co.uk. 

Meena notches 
25 years service 

A BUILDING society manager is cele¬ 
brating 25 years in the business. 

Meena Rana has spent a quarter 
of a century working for the West 
Bromwich Building Society and is 
currently manager of its Perry Barr 
branch, based in the One Stop Shop¬ 
ping Centre. Meena has held several 
roles in her long stint, including cus¬ 
tomer service adviser and has also 
had spells managing branches in 
Bearwood, Handsworth, Blackheath, 
Cradley Heath and Colmore Row in 
Birmingham, which has now moved 
to New Street. 

New Christmas 
lights contract 

COUNCIL bosses have given the go 
ahead to spend £600,000 on hiring out 
new Christmas lights over a four year 
period. 

The lights will be used across 
Sandwell from 2018 to 2022. 

The move is a cost-saving measure 
and it will be mean Sandwell Council 
will hire out all of its Christmas lights 
- a change from the current system 
where the local authority owns part of 
its current stock. 
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REPAIRS 



★ GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY 

★ DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ SOLITAIRE DIAMOND RINGS 
(1CT + PREMIUM) 

★ INDUSTRIAL METAL WASTE 
tir WATCHES 

Hr ASIAN JEWELLERY 


* SECOND HAND 9CT GOLD 
FROM £14 PER GRAM 

* LARGE SELECTION OF 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ MADE TO ORDER 
ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

★ ANTIQUE VINTAGE 
JEWELLERY 


★ REPAIRS FROM AS 
LITTLE AS £20 

★ WATCH SERVICING AND 
BATTERIES 

t SOLDERS 

Hr DIAMOND REPLACEMENT 
Hr RHODIUM (DIP) 


I 


BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY Euros M = 1.11 US Dollars £1=1.30 

• Most currencies available Pay no commission and only 2 days to order 
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Terms & Conditions Apply, 
Prices correct 2/10/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at BowjanglesJewellery 
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Affordable 


Windows 

Docci 4'd Ccr»i«rvRonw ltd 


Great quality. Great service. Great price! 


ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

£7491 



INCLUDING HARDWARE 


• Windows • Composite Doors • 

Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 

W 10 year insurance Reasons to choose Affordable 

backed guarantee 1f‘ Free quotation 

f Energy efficient If ’ FENSA registered 

W Trusted service 

For your FREE quotation, call us now on Wolverhampton 

( 01902 ) 827879 / 07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 

Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 

U ^ ? kf±1 101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered Company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Phones OK 
surely if 
you are 
not mobile 

DESPITE stiff new penalties, more than 16 
million motorists admit to still using their 
mobile phones while driving, according to 
shock new figures from the RAC. 

Well that’s not strictly true. Delving a 
little deeper, the figure actually includes 
seven million who only use their phones 
while their cars are stationary. 

The RAC says it is immaterial whether 
the car is moving or stood still in traffic. 
But it does make a difference, doesn’t it? 
Because you can’t hurt anyone if you are 
not moving. 

And given the authorities’ fondness 
for digging up roads and shutting motor¬ 
ways, is it really surprising some will text 
their work to say traffic is at a standstill? 

There is no excuse for using a hand¬ 
held mobile phone while driving but the 
law should show a bit of common sense 
when it comes to people in stationary ve¬ 
hicles. And many will still risk a £200 fine 
if the alternative is an angry boss wanting 
to know why they didn’t tell them they 
would be late. 

□ □□ 

TWITTER is thinking of doubling the 
number of characters people can use 
in their messages. Which means if trials 
are successful, trolls will have a whole 
280 characters to spew their venom. And 
Donald Trump will be able to rile twice as 
many megalomaniacs into nuclear war. 
What’s not to like? 

□ □□ 

TALKING of internet trolls, new re¬ 
search shows 87 per cent of MPs suf¬ 
fered some sort of abuse in the run-up 
to the last election. It’s tempting to say 
this is not nearly enough, but some of the 
stories suggest this goes way beyond the 
harmless heckling of a vibrant democra¬ 
cy. 

Labour’s Diane Abbott seems to have 
suffered most, experiencing racist and 
sexist abuse nobody should endure. 

I’ve never understood why people get 
so het up about politics, it’s a bit like 
brawling over which brand of margarine 
tastes best. But some people can no 
longer discuss economics or immigration 
without the sort of tribalism traditionally 
reserved for Millwall away games. 

Perhaps Miss Abbott should have a 
word with Laura Pidcock, the 29-year-old 
Corbynite MP who described her political 
opponents as “the enemy”, and said she 
would never be friends with a Conserv¬ 
ative. Hopefully one day she will realise 
that disagreeing with someone is no rea¬ 
son to hate them. MPs can hardly expect 
people to be nice to them when they 
can’t be nice to each other. 


Pros and cons of life with technology and capitalism 




Corbyn’s nationalisation plans. Should 
they include insurance companies? 


The Vietnam War, remembered in a 10-part 
series on BBC4, recommended by Rhodes 



Sian Gibson in Car Share, who kept using a 
grandfather’s funeral to get a day off work 


Droning on about 
insurance rip-offs 


SCIENTISTS report this has been a bad year for 
butterflies. Which we all understand means a 
shortage of butterflies. “A bad year for wasps” 
has an entirely different meaning. 

RESEARCH at Nottingham University sug¬ 
gests the winter-flu jab is more effective if you’re 
in a happy frame of mind when you get it. This 
may reinforce your belief in the awesome power 
of the mind over body. On the other hand, you 
may take the view that a vaccine whose efficacy 
depends on how happy you feel must be a pret¬ 
ty feeble sort of vaccine. 

AS you may be aware, I am no great fan of 
drones, those irritating mini-aircraft that snoop 
over our gardens on summery, sunbathing 
days. But the drone seems to have transformed 
the long-running war between police and those 
scumbags of the countryside, hare coursers. 
With a drone in the air, the cops can detect this 
sadistic activity, identify the vehicles involved 
and direct patrol cars to nick them. In a recent 
incident in Norfolk, a police drone traced four 
men; they were questioned and their 4x4 vehi¬ 
cle was seized. Coursers aim to terrorise and kill 
the innocent and beautiful brown hare. How fit¬ 
ting that, from the moment they hear the drone 
above them, they now know they are the prey, 
the predator has them in its sights and there is 
no escape. Poetic justice. 

OH, Jeremy Corbyn. What is this eagerness 
to nationalise gas, water, electricity and the rail¬ 
ways when the real scoundrel, the biggest, nas¬ 
tiest example of the unacceptable face of cap- 


THE BEST OF 

italism, grows fatter by the day? It comprises 
dozens of companies selling virtually identical 
products, ripping us off with yearly price hikes 
way in excess of inflation, treating loyal custom¬ 
ers like suckers and luring us on with massive 
advertising campaigns which we, naturally, pay 
for. I refer to the British insurance industry. The 
sooner it is nationalised and run by the people 
for the people, the better. You can understand 
the wicked Tories regarding the industry as un¬ 
touchable but surely Labour has a view? 

THE Vietnam War (BBC4) is a masterful 10- 
part series on a conflict unlike any other. It was 
so vivid, so violent and so endlessly filmed that 
it became part of our culture throughout the 
1960s. Every evening’s news brought more 
frightful images as we became familiar with 
places like Da Nang and Khe Sanh. And then, 
quite suddenly in 1975, it was all over and no- 
one, least of all the Americans, wanted to talk 
about it. Vietnam became the let-it-be-forgotten 
war. In 1992 I was on a press trip to Saigon. For 
us older hacks it was a city that, thanks to all the 
TV coverage, we half-knew. See? Here’s the US 
embassy and over there’s the presidential pal¬ 
ace where NVA tanks smashed down the gates 
in the closing minutes of the war. But for the 
younger journalists it was just a holiday destina¬ 


tion, a warm, friendly place with cheap taxis and 
great food. Re-visiting the war is long overdue, 
if only because it gives us a sharp lesson in how 
the best of intentions can lead you to fight the 
wrong enemy and drop blazing napalm on chil¬ 
dren in the name of democracy. 

I HAVE tiny, lingering doubts about the claim 
that Britain is in for a series of major storms 
between now and Christmas. The forecasting 
companies may well be proved right. However, 
they are apparently using data from as far back 
as 1940 to predict what may be coming. Look¬ 
ing for patterns in the weather? Why do I keep 
thinking of roulette wheels? 

IN a world riddled with internet scams, a good 
grasp of English remains our best defence. This, 
from yet another fake BT email: “This restriction 
will be disabled intermediately we confirm up¬ 
grade successful.” Make a note of this one. In¬ 
termediately. 

A TEACHER in Kent resigned after being 
accused of inventing a sick partner in order to 
get time off work. It makes you wonder how 
many ailing relatives, invoked for compassion¬ 
ate leave, actually exist. Does anyone check? If 
I remember rightly, in Peter Kay’s comedy Car 
Share, Kayleigh (Sian Gibson) admits having at¬ 
tended her granddad’s funeral three times. 

THANKS in no small part to you lot and your 
contributions, this column has been shortlisted 
in the 2017 Midland Media Awards. Well done, 
all. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

At pains 
to accept 
age-old 
problem 

A FEW years ago, as an Express & Star 
journalist approaching the 40th birthday 
milestone, I was asked to write a first-per¬ 
son article on the pros and cons of notch¬ 
ing up my fifth decade on this planet. 

It had the usual comic references to 
putting on weight, losing hair in some 
places and gaining it in others, ha, ha, 
very funny... 

Okay, now move on 12 years, and what 
do we find? Another version of me, ad¬ 
mittedly personal circumstances have 
changed, workplace roles altered, a new 
wife, and pain, everywhere. 

One day, it would be nice, just for one 
day, I’m not asking much, to be com¬ 
pletely devoid of pain! 

The deterioration of the physical form 
as humans cross the half century thresh¬ 
old was not something anyone told me 
about. 

As I sit here in discomfort, I have pain 
in my neck, back, left forearm, fingers of 
both hands, left knee, and right heel/low¬ 
er leg. And that is before I try and stand 
up and get my weary body into motion 
to cross the room towards the kettle to 
make a cup of tea. 

I am married to a lady who has a cat¬ 
alogue of symptoms, women do seem to 
get it much worse. I only have three pre¬ 
scription drugs to take every day, she has 
a drawer-full! 

Shoes make all the difference to getting 
through the day too. Who on earth was 
around when I was 30-odd to warn me of 
such required considerations? If I go for 
the cool-looking flat American style black 
hi-top sneakers, I believe they are called - 
you know, like the ones Will Smith wears 
in I, Robot - within yards of walking I go 
through the Charles Darwin-inspired evo¬ 
lution of humans chart, only backwards. 
Starting off with the upright homosapien, 
ending up with chimpanzee. 

I arrive at whatever destination it might 
be a crumpled mess and no matter what 
I do, I yearn for a motorised scooter to 
take me back home again. Perhaps that 
is why we see so many of them around 
these days - poor choice of footwear! 

It seems that home comforts are need¬ 
ed more and more as we get older. Apart 
from missing my slippers on a recent hol¬ 
iday, I found it almost impossible to get to 
sleep at night in a strange bed without my 
beloved pillow. 

I can only assume that the pains that I 
feel will become more tolerable when I hit 
the big 6-0, as I will either have so many 
that only the big pains will be noticeable, 
or perhaps the Alzheimer’s will mean that 
I am not aware of them at all. 

GRAEME ANDREW 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 

Sheds 



A huge range in stock 

6ft ;>c 4ft £274 
7ft x 5ft £309 
8ft x 6ft £344 


»Old Buildings Rei^ i • Made to Measure 
»Asbestos Disposal • Lined and Insulated Options 

> Base Laying Service • Quality c 

> Free Quotations • Huge Range 


Concrete 

Garages 



A huge range in stock 


Single Garage PHCQQ 
16ft x 8ft *- 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£3299 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 



Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 




SHEPS • CABASES * GARDEN ROOMS ♦ LOB CABINS 








































Andy calls to smash wildlife concerns Rhodes 

shows no 
sympathy 


SINCE 1970, wildlife populations of fish, 
birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles 
around the world have more than halved 
(58 per cent), and sadly at a rate that shows 
no sign yet of slowing down. 

In the UK, many of our own species are 
witnessing a shocking decline in numbers, 
with many at risk of extinction. 

That’s why, as a WWF Global Ambassa¬ 
dor and a parent, I’m asking everyone to 
come together and Wear It Wild on Friday 
20th October 2017 to help WWF protect our 
precious wildlife and their habitats. 


The good news is that there’s still hope. 
Since 2010 the estimated number of wild 
tigers has risen from 3,200 to 3,900 thanks 
to the tireless efforts of governments and 
conservation organisations. 

For the third year, WWF is challenging 
the nation to Wear It Wild and don ani¬ 
mal-inspired fancy dress and raise money. 
As little as £5 can help train sniffer dogs to 
track down tiger poachers. 

Visit: wwf.org.uk/wearitwild, dress up and 
donate. Don’t forget to share #WearItWild. 

ANDY MURRAY 


We have to LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

move with 
the times 


I HAD a good laugh at the 
letter from Mr Addison in 
your issue of September 26. 

He could be an old fozzer 
like myself, or one of those 
youngsters who have been 
brainwashed by some of the 
older mob. Why is it that 
people think that going back 
to the old ways and means 
is any better than modern 
methods? Would they have 
medical operations without 
anaesthesia? 

Some people dwell in the 
past and cannot wait to ex¬ 
press their views about bet¬ 
ter times, community and 
morals. I can recall the good 
old days, when we had noth¬ 
ing so you could leave your 
doors open. When medicine 
was little advanced from 
before the war, when black 
people were shouted after 
and anyone who wasn’t 
100 per cent straight was 
deemed a danger to society. 

No Mr Addison going 
back to old currency (far¬ 
things too?) and weights 
and measures would only 
confuse the issue. Times 
change. We move on. 

MR C K MILLWARD 

Tipton 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


sandwell.chronicle@ 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Lack of religion is 
nothing to celebrate 


I READ Peter Rhodes’ com¬ 
ments on ‘the latest British 
social attitudes survey’. 

In it he said that for the 
first time ever, more than 
half of adult Brits claim to 
follow no faith’, and your 
(Peter Rhodes) comments 
were ‘hallelujah’. 

However, in my opinion, 
the consequence of follow¬ 
ing no faith is: one parent 
families, babies out of wed¬ 
lock, abortion, drugs, knife 
and gun crime, because 
there are no morals and no 
discipline. 

That’s what abandon¬ 


ing religion has done. Can 
you really say hallelujah to 
such a disaster, which has 
brought this country to its 
pitiful state? 

Religion, or Christ’s 
teaching states: You must 
love your neighbour as your¬ 
self. 

Love is the one thing that 
cannot hurt your neighbour, 
that is why it is the answer 
to every one of the com¬ 
mandments. 

If we could all do this, we 
would have a better world. 

A WILKES 

Wed nes bury 


IT is interesting to see that 
from the tranquillity of his 
Warwickshire home Peter 
Rhodes has no sympathy for 
the victims of the hurricane 
which devastated the Island 
of Necker and other Brit¬ 
ish-governed outposts. 

Instead he states that the 
residents should not rebuild 
their homes and communi¬ 
ties, but simply move to an¬ 
other part of the world. 

Well Mr Rhodes does this 
extend to the people of the 
southern states of the USA 
who live in tornado alley? 

Are you going to face a 
ticked-off, gun-wielding 
Texan and tell them to sim¬ 
ply up sticks and leave town 
because it’s your own fault 
for being stupid enough to 
live there in the first place? 

I thought not. 

R MASON 
Tividale 

Streets are 
disgusting 

SPIT, dog mess, fly tipping, 
when did Britain get so 
disgusting and filthy, it has 
never been this bad. 

For people like myself 
who have to see this every 
day, it really begs belief 
why the laws have not been 
changed to give out stronger 
penalties to people who 
clearly are not bothered how 
it affects the environment. 

The law in this coun¬ 
try really needs to get into 
the 21st century, with all 
the soft laws no-one cares 
- that’s why everything is 
going out of control. 

JUDITH FISHER 
Tividale 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT ; 
SINK , TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 

£ 199.00 


- 

FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 

"I 

£ 199.00 


— 

■ 



FREE TILES 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS* 


HURRY! 

SEPTEMBER INSTALLATION 
DATES STILL AVAILABLE* 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 



0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 





Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP wwi.window-warehouse.com 

email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm 
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INSPIRATIONAL pg Inspired 

FIRES & FIREPLACES * * * 




Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
wm Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 

■5 Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm I_ 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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8 Lighting up for 
community with 
woods wander 

A NIGHT-TIME procession is taking place, 
bringing together all parts of the communi¬ 
ty at a Black Country beauty spot. 

Bearwood Action for Refugees and We 
are Bearwood are hosting the second an¬ 
nual Procession of Light in Warley Woods 
on Saturday 14 October, from 6pm. 

Following last year’s successful and pop¬ 
ular event, the community of Bearwood will 
be coming together once again to spread 
messages of hope, solidarity, friendship and 
welcome during the torch-lit walk through 
the woods. 

Meeting at The Fountain at 6pm, the 
procession will make its way to The Pavil¬ 
ion where it will end. 

Representatives from all faiths will be 
present and speakers from local charity 
Brushstrokes Sandwell, local Councillor 
Ann Jaron and Preet Kaur Gill MP will 
speak on the importance of friendship, wel¬ 
come and hope within the community. 

Tutorial 

Brandhall Community Choir will per¬ 
form a selection of songs and be joined by a 
choir of children from local schools. 

Smethwick Craftivistas are holding 
workshops, funded by the Near Neigh¬ 
bours programme, with a number of differ¬ 
ent community groups in the run up to the 
event. There is also an online tutorial peo¬ 
ple can use to make their own torch lantern 
at home to project their very own messages 
and light pictures into the twilight that can 
be downloaded from https://bearwoodac- 
tion. wordpress. com/procession-of-light. 

At the culmination of the procession, 
torch beams, light pictures and messages 
will join together to create an installation 
of light. 

A free lantern-making workshops run by 
the Smethwick Craftivistas will take place 
4 - 5.30pm in Warley Woods Pavilion prior 
to the procession for those wanting to make 
their own torch lantern. 

If schools and groups want to discuss 
how they can get more involved they can 
e-mail bearwoodactionforrefugees@gmail. 
com. 


Display steeling in the years 


MADE in Oldbury is a project 
exploring unique archive mate¬ 
rials in Sandwell in relation to 
local industrial heritage. 

The project is organised by art¬ 
ist group Laundry, working with 
Sandwell Community and History 
Archive Service and Oldbury and 
Langley Local History Societies, and 
offers an opportunity to explore the 
personal impact of local industry 
within living memory. 

The initiative has been set up with sup¬ 
port from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

This month, the project is staging an 
exhibition of rare photographs unearthed 
from the archives of Sandwell and Old¬ 
bury and Langley Local History. 

They will be shown alongside new art¬ 
works from local artists, Jain McKay, 
Joshua Whitehouse, the Happy Painters 
Group and students from Q3 Academy 
Langley, who have undertaken workshops 
with archive materials. 



A machine worker carries out steel rod angle bending at the site 



Workers with some of the machinery at the plant 


Production 

Kate Jackson is also showing a series 
of behind-the- scenes photographs of work 
at Metsec on Broadwell Road, one of the 
oldest sites of metal production in the 
area, which is still operating today. 

The exhibition is on show at the Arts 
Cafe, Central Sixth, in West Bromwich’s 
New Square until November 2, on Mon¬ 
day to Friday at 10am - 5pm; and on Sat¬ 
urdays October 7 and 21, 10am- 2pm. 

A special preview of the exhibition, 
which took place on Tuesday, featured the 
launch of a newspaper by Oldbury Writ¬ 
ing Group (who have produced creative 
writing in response to archive material) as 
well as a talk by Brendan Clifford, ‘What 
England was to become...’ - telling the 
story of the Romantic painter J.M.W. 
Turner’s Midlands Tour. 

The project will finish next month with 
a new website and photographic cata¬ 
logue. 



The London Works in Halesowen Street, Oldbury from 1948 Local artist Jain McKay’s typical view of Oldbury and the canal 



VERY 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give RYDALE a ring 


Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, you only pay 
when the installation has been completed 


Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias and 
Soffit Boards 


• 1 


• 1 


r ~A 

W/i 

mm 

m 


Visit one of the largest conservatory 
and window shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON OCTOBER INSTALLATIONS 
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flstle family: Doyle's 
retirement shocking 



Kickboxers Arron Walker, left and Harvey Adlam with coach Neil Kelly 


TWO talented kickboxers from 
Sandwell will represent England at 
home and abroad next month. 

Ten-year-old Harvey Adlam and 
24-year-old Arron Walker will be 
representing their country in two 
international combat competitions. 

They will compete in the Interna¬ 
tional Combat Organisation (ICO) 
World Cup in Birmingham and 
then four days later in Italy, at the 
Unified World Championships in 
October 2017. Harvey, who is from 
Cradley Heath, has been training 
since he was six. Last year he picked 
up two silver and a bronze medal at 


the Unified World Championships 
plus a bronze medal from the In¬ 
ternational Combat Organisation 
(ICO) British championships ear¬ 
lier this year. Arron, from Rowley 
Regis, as well as being Harvey’s 
coach is competing himself. 

He’s been training since the age 
of eight and moved into coaching 
when he was 16, setting up React 
Martial Arts which is part of the 
Rowley Community Activity Net¬ 
work. For details on React Martial 
Arts, based at St Michael’s School 
at Rowley Learning Campus, call 
Arron on 07539 383 299. 


KEVIN Doyle’s retirement from 
football suggests modern balls 
are just as dangerous as the old 
leather ones, according to Jeff 
Astle’s daughter Dawn. 

Albion legend Astle was killed at 59 
by a disease brought about by heading 
heavy footballs, and for the past 16 
years his family have been campaign¬ 
ing for research into the issue. 

And now, former 
Wolves striker Doyle 
has retired, aged 34, 
because heading the 
ball had become ‘prob¬ 
lematic’ following two 
concussions in this sea¬ 
son alone. He decided 
to hang up his boots 
after consulting with 
medical experts. 

“It’s shocking, but 
I’m not surprised,” 

Dawn said. “They keep 
saying it was the old 
leather footballs that 
did the damage and dad 
used to say when it was 
wet it was like heading 
a bag of bricks. It was 
heavy, but it was slow. 

It certainly didn’t come 
with the velocity of a 
modern ball. 

“Think about it logi¬ 
cally. With the modern day ball, the physics 
still apply because it’s coming quicker.” 

Dawn says Kevin Doyle has done the 
right thing, adding: “It’s very sad for him 
first and foremost. Credit to him, he’s lis¬ 
tened to the advice of specialists and taken 
what is a big decision.” 

Albion boss Tony Pulis admitted that 
Doyle’s retirement was concerning - and 
the Welshman has backed the call for more 
research. 



Jeff Astle 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



"Sweating and smiling." 


3 months' membership for just £120 


Gym, swim, classes and free fitness tracker app 


www.harbornepoolandfitnesscentre.co.uk 



Limited offer, 
contact us today 


places,^ 
s people 



Terms and conditions apply. 
Membership offer available 
1st to 31st October 2017. 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer Than 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

Which? 
Which?\ Trusted 

Iruutvrf tractor / 

_/ Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 




Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Whatever place you're into 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 
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Appeal for 
help on dog 
rescue work 


A PROPERTY developer 
who is helping repair a dog 
rescue centre in his free 
time is seeking some do¬ 
nated materials to prepare 
for winter. Paul McCabe, 
aged 54, of Wednesbury, 
needs studding timbers 
to make Rosedene Rescue 
Centre, in Walsall, warmer 
for the dogs in winter. 

He recently finished a 
new playground for free 
for the animals so they can 
run around in winter when 
the number of volunteers 
who take them for walks 
tend to drop because of the 
weather. Paul said: “When 
I went there it tugged at 
my heartstrings.” 

Anyone who can help 
with materials can call 
Paul on 07932 633228. 

Profit at £6m 
for family firm 

OLDBURY-BASED lock¬ 
ing systems manufactur¬ 
er Lowe and Fletcher, 
which also has premises in 
Wednesbury, has reported 
a rise in both revenue and 
profits for 2016. 

The family-owned firm, 
founded in 1889, saw reve¬ 
nue rise from £68.2 million 
to £74.3m and pre-tax prof¬ 
its from £4.2m to £6m. 

The locking systems 
business designs and 
makes locking systems for 
industry and the safety 
and security systems di¬ 
vision supplies smoke and 
fire containment systems 
and emergency lighting 
and power solutions. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Miss England hopeful isobel 
aiming to start own charity 


A TEENAGER from Wednesbury vying for a 
shot at becoming the next Miss England has 
been preparing to impress judges. 

Isobel Lines, 17, from Wednesbury, has been rais¬ 
ing funds for charity in a bid to be ready for the Miss 
Worcestershire finals taking place next month. The 
teenager currently holds the Miss Black Country So¬ 
cial Media title. 


She has 3,000 followers 
online, and has already 
raised £500 for the Miss 
England charity Beauty 
With A Purpose. Isobel said: 
“I first started back in April, 
I did Miss Black Country 
and I won Miss Social Media 
where I had to get the most 
votes on social media. 

“I have raised more than 
£500 for disadvantaged 
children for Beauty With A 
Purpose - the Miss England 
charity. I have done auc¬ 
tions and raffles, I want to 
get to £1,000 by November. 

“What I want to do is 
when I do finish horse rid¬ 
ing I want to create my own 
charity to help disadvan¬ 
taged children be able to 
ride horses.” 

Miss Lines, who stud¬ 
ies English literature and 
physical education at Stu¬ 
art Bathurst sixth form in 
Wednesbury, has competed 
at the Horse of the Year 


BY LUKE BARTLETT 

show at the NEC for the last 
eight years. The 6th form 
student also hopes to go on 
to attend the University of 
Birmingham to complete a 
degree in sports science. 

Miss Worcestershire sees 
around 15 competitors se¬ 
lected by judges from email 
applications, who then 
travel to the venue a week 
before the final to be inter¬ 
viewed in person. 

Candidates will then be 
asked about themselves and 
the things they have done in 
the build-up to the competi¬ 
tion. They are then judged 
on anything from publicity, 
popularity, intellect, social 
media and sports. 

To donate to Isobel, log 
on at uk.virginmoneygiv- 
ing.com/fundraiser-web/ 
fundraiser/showFundrais- 
erProfilePage.action?user- 
Url=IsobelLines 



Isobel Lines, aged 17, who is currently Miss Black Country Social Media, and hopes to take part in Miss England 


Aimee.ll, 
aims high 
in contest 



DANCING starlet Aimee 
Row, aged 11, has reached 
the final 22 of the UK 
Dance Elite Champion¬ 
ship. 

The winner will receive 
£5,000, a chance to train in 
Hollywood and also feature 
in a professional music 
video. 

The 11-year-old, who 
trains at the Livingston 
Academy of Dance and 
Drama in Wednesbury, has 
her sights set on making a 
career out of dancing and 
one day hopes to be seen on 
the West End. 

Her father Rob, 39, who 
works for Jaguar Land 
Rover, said: “We’re all ma- 
jorly proud of her. She’s a 
natural, she’s very confi¬ 
dent and it’s fantastic she’s 
doing so well.” 

The final is on Sunday 
at the Arts Depot in Lon¬ 
don. The competition aims 
to raise as much money 
as possible for Heart Re¬ 
search UK. To donate visit 
justgiving. com/campaigns/ 
char ity/nheartfund/ukdec. 


live iMffuf 

Slimming World 


WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 
Moor Street, @ 9.30am 
Contact Mel 07935 447265 



****NEW CONSULTANT 
STARTING 10TH OCTOBER **** 
WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm Contact Mandy 07592 508852 


MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 
TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club Newall Street, 
@ 9.00am, 11.00am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm, 
.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, Whitehall Road, 

@ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 


****NEW CONSULTANT 
STARTING 9TH OCTOBER**** 
WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church 

(Wesley Centre) Spring Head @ 7.30pm 

Contact Richard 07535 025298 


TUESDAY 

BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church Slater Street, 
@ 9.30am and 11.30am 
Contact Pippa 07816 900149 


****NEW CONSULTANT 
STARTING 10TH OCTOBER**** 
BRADLEY 

St Martin’s Church Slater Street, 
@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Sarah 07714 743278 


na© slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 


OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, Castle Road East, 
@ 9.30am, 3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Julie 07505 084916 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Community Centre, 
Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 


WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church Coronation Road, 
Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church Waterloo Street, 
3.00 pm, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 
Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, @ 5.30pm & 

7.30pm Contact Ann 07815 643963 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.30am 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

SMETHWICK 

Dorothy Parkes Centre, Church Road, 
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Mel 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church Coronation Road, 
Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 
Contact Karen 07547 515345 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall Bttm Church Hill 
@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, Mesty Croft, 
7.00pm Contact Lin 07902 079559 

BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 9.30am, 11.30pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 


THURSDAY 

WEDNESBURY 

St Bart’s Church Hall, Bttm Church Hill 
@ 9.15am Contact Jenny 07751 259593 

WEDNESBURY 

Lea Brook Church Hall Leabrood Road 

North @ 7.30pm Contact Lin 07902 079559 

WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library Beverley Road 

@ 9.00am, 11.00am and 1.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

TIPTON 

The Harrier Pub (Separate entrance), Powis 
Avenue, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm Contact Julie 07505 084916 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church Thimblemill Road @ 
3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm Contact 
Michelle 07516 255665 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, Oak Tree 

Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 

WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library, Beverley Road, 

@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Carole 07854 413929 
SATURDAY 
WEDNESBURY 

Lea Brook Church Hall, Leabrook Road 
North @ 8.00am 
Contact Lin 07902 079559 

OLDBURY 

Peters Well Community Centre 
(Lightwoods Primary School) Clent Road, 
B68 9ER @ 8.00am and 10.00am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.00am 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

Or just come along... 

Job opportunities for past and present 
members in this area contact Jenny on 
07751 259593 for more details. 



touching hearts, changing lives 



Local 

and 

National 

Delivery 

Service 


TELEPHONE 
ORDERS WELCOME 

100 CrankfudC Lane, Wednesbury 

Telephone: 

0121 556 0531 

Most major credit cards accepted 








































Black Country queen out 
to solve eternal dilemma 



With a frisky tapir at Dudley Zoo Doreen’s Black Country DVD cover 



Doreen interviews Tipton Terror and Wolves legend Steve Bull 


Review 

Doreen’s Black Country DVD 
By Diane Davies 

REGIONAL treasure and self- 
styled Queen of the Black 
Country Doreen Tipton is on 
a mission! 

Perhaps surprisingly, the Lazy 
Cow takes it upon herself to answer 
the eternal Black Country dilemma - 
where is the Black Country? 

As she points out, no two Black 
Country folk will ever agree on where 
or what it is. So in her latest DVD, 
Doreen sets out on her Grand Tour to 
reveal her very own Black Country. 

Told as only a true Black Country 
wench can, and with complete irrever¬ 
ence, heart-felt fondness and lashings 
of Black Country humour, Doreen of¬ 
fers her own unique take on its people, 
places and history. 

Butcher 

Black Country characters making it 
onto the DVD include Colin the chatty 
82-year-old underwear salesman at 
Brierley Hill market, fellow trader 
‘Bruce the Butcher of Brierley Hill’ 
and dancing 73-year-old ‘apprentice’ 
Ken. There is Simon the canal man/ 
Peaky Blinders actor in Dudley, Ade 
the Wing Chun expert at Priory Park 
Boxing Club, Walsall town crier Cyril 
Richardson and even the Express & 
Star’s own archivist Adam Phillips. 

Regularly waving the Black Coun¬ 
try flag, the Grand Tour takes in The 
Nether Regions (!), Dud-lay; Walsall, 
Wul-vrampton and, of course, a home¬ 
coming at her beloved Tipton. 

The gems of the Black Country to 
get a ‘royal’ visit include Dudley Cas¬ 
tle and Zoo, Priory Park boxing club 
where we discover Doreen can pack a 
punch, The Dog House antiques shop 


in Walsall, Molineux, Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre, Dunstall Park, Mad 
O’Rourke’s Pie Factory and the Ex¬ 
press & Star where she gives editor 
Keith Harrison a grilling. 

A highlight for many will be the 
‘rare interview’ with Wolves ‘leg-end’ 
Steve Bull who also hails from Tipton 
and made his acting debut in Doreen 
- The Movie. Much of the DVD will 


resonate with the proud Black Coun¬ 
try people. Whether she answers the 
dilemma or not, her tour does high¬ 
light the region’s kindred spirit, sense 
of community and humour. 

This is a must-watch for anyone 
proud of the Black Country, is inter¬ 
ested in its heritage, or who simply 
enjoys a bit of a loff. It is now available 
at the website www.doreen.tv 
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[pus] UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT («) 



R RECLINER SOFAS IN SOFT JUMBO 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


NOW 

£399 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 

% 

I APR 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 


0 


% 

APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details. 


HUNDREDS OF BEDS AND THOUSANDS OF MATTRESSES 
IN OUR STORES TO TAKE AWAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY. 
100’S OF DIVAN BEDS FROM AS LITTLE AS £69 COMPLETE! 
ALL OUR MATTRESSES MANUFACTURED IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE FACTORY PRICES AND DIRECT TO YOU!! 
LOOK FOR YOURSELF & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER 


CLEON DESIGNER DOUBLE STURDY METAL 
BEDFRAME WITH ORTHOMASTER EXTRA 

r n ~ FIRM MATTRESS 

WAS £599 SAVE £400 
NOW £199 THE LOT!! 

WHILE STOCKS LAST - LIMITED STOCKS IN OTHER SIZES TOO !! 


MILANO 2 SEATER SOFA 
CHOICE OF 8 FABRIC & FA 
LEATHER COLOURS 
WAS £399 
HALF PRICE!! 

now £199 



H 


TRIO BEDROOM SET, FULLY ASSEMBLED ON CASTORS 
IN 6 FINISHES...OAK, WALNUT. CREAM, BLUE, PINK. 
WHITE DOUBLE WARDROBE WAS £179 NOW £99 
4 DRAWER WIDE CHEST WAS £149 NOW £79 
3 DRAWER BEDSIDE WAS £99 NOW £49 
OR SAVE ANOTHER £32 & ORDER THE SET 

NOW£195THE LOT!! 



RICHMOND CLIO CLAC 
S0FABEDIN BROWN 
FAUX SUEDE 
WAS £299 
SAVE £200 

now £99 


BELLISSIM0 SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 



£124.50 


Ml 


MEXICAN PINE AMAZING VALUE 
COMPACT DINING TABLE & 
4 CHAIRS FLAT PACK FOR 
EASY HOME ASSEMBLY 
WAS £249 SAVE £100 

now £149 


SORRENTO SWIVEL ROCKER ELECTRIC RECLINER LEATHER CHAIR 
AWARD WINNING DESIGN WITH 360 DEGREE SWIVEL & TILT IN 
- ^PEBBLE GREY OR 



CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 


QUALITY SOLID OAK, 
MAHOGANY &JALI 
DINING RANGES & 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE 
GOOD SELECTION OF 
SIZES & FINISHES 
NOW UPT0 50% OFF 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


bHc 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


L?a.*icna Blind.* 

f Vertical Blind Specialist 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 



Awesome Aufmwit Offers 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 

^ Suitable for any room and environment 
\/ Light control in all situations 
\/ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer.. 


West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 




Too hot in summer & 
too cold in winter? 

Replace your existing conservatory 
roof with a Guardian roof and create a 
comfortable environment all year round. 
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77 OVEREND STREET WEST BROMWICH, B70 6 E Y 
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RENAULT 

Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 

707 B d t£ 

All makes and models 

l/l/hy Pay Dealer Prices l/l/hen l/l/e Offer the Same Service For Alot Less 



Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
★* REPAIR CENTRE ** 

Md B16II73 OiijrasCi] to USS (MdoO SG 

1 moatmlte atKjmi otn? oDca aciMl?©©© 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aaI 


0121 5721253/07756 768540 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
j? Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 
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CHRISTMAS 
AT DOWNTON 

& BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET 



Departing Sunday 10 December 2017 


Quote Code: UVE735 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire- 
area hotel on a half-board basis 

✓ Admission to Highclere Castle 

✓ Free time at Bath’s Christmas Markets 

2 days, by coach 

£l39»sp P 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS AT 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 


Quote Code: XTV787 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire area 
hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

✓ Visit and admission to Blenheim Palace (value £24.90) 


2 days, by coach 

£ 119 - 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Stalwart Eric loves every 
maintenance mow-ment 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

ERIC BROWN 

Maintenance worker 



HE’S the man with the mower 
who’s responsible for keep¬ 
ing City Hospital’s garden ar¬ 
eas in tip top condition. 

Eric Brown, aged 57, has 
worked at Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust 
for a staggering 28 years. 

During that time, he’s tended to the 
onsite bowling green, a cricket and 
football pitch and even worked in a 
mini garden centre - which were all 
once situated at the City site and the 
former All Saints Hospital. 

As the Trust has expanded over the 
years, the grounds have changed and 
some of the original facilities have 
gone, but now Eric is responsible for 
looking after the picturesque Peace 
Garden at City Hospital that many 
patients and staff enjoy visiting. 

Dad-of-four Eric said: “Back in the 
day the hospital used to have a bowl¬ 
ing green, over where the Birming¬ 
ham Treatment Centre is, and there 
was once a tennis court, which is now 
a car park. 

Organic 

“I used to maintain the bowling 
green. We even had a rock garden at 
the back of ITU, which housed fish 
tanks. There was a mini garden cen¬ 
tre, where we would sell hanging bas¬ 
kets, organic vegetables and eggs. 

“Over the years, I’ve seen many 
changes take place here, and know 
there are some more big changes com¬ 
ing with the opening of the new hospi¬ 
tal in 2019. 

Eric added: “My motivation is giv¬ 
ing staff and patients the pleasure of 
seeing and using the gardens that we 
have. It means making sure they are 
well-maintained. If I was stuck in a 
hospital looking outside the window, it 


would be nice to see a colourful floral 
display or a nice garden, rather than a 
blank wall. It’s the first thing they see 
when they come to the site and so it 
gives a good first impression. 

“I am also responsible for clearing 
away the litter and during the winter 
months I work within the team to help 
clear the snow and lay down the grit¬ 
ting. It’s a real pleasure when people 
see the gardens that I have worked 
hard to maintain, and take the time to 
share compliments about them. I work 
with a great team who are very sup¬ 
portive and we all work hard together 
to keep the site looking nice.” 

He added: “Horticulture is also a 
hobby of mine when I’m not in work. I 
keep my garden neat and tidy and even 
offer advice to people about what to do 
with their own garden.” 

It’s no surprise to learn that Eric 


is known to many of his colleagues 
around the Trust. It also led him to be¬ 
coming involved in the launch of Black 
History Month at the organisation. 

He said: “The event is a stepping 
stone to broaden people’s horizons as 
to who black people are. I have a keen 
interest in Black American history 
and I think it’s great that the Trust 
celebrating this month so openly. It’s 
really important to be recognised and 
awarded for good work and that is the 
case from people of all back grounds. 
When I first worked here many years 
ago, I did face an element of racism, 
but it’s been a very long time since I’ve 
experienced anything like that.” 

So who is Eric’s own hero? “It’s got 
to be Muhammad Ali. He stood up for 
what he thought was right. He led me 
to become interested in black history 
and also research American history.” 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 




Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




























































COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its customers 



Commercial feature_ 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 





Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 


Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 


authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors ,sliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 


Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 


28 Years Trading 
Beautiful Showroom 
“Top Quality” at 
competitive prices 
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From 



including VAT 



The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 


Z\« 

TTQ C |T 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 


From 




£1850 



including VAT 


Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 


©Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 
©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
G No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
G Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 


JCARERA] 

WINDOW* 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 
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saved again' 
tariff 


Save over 

£200 

on average* 


m 

Switch to 
'Go Online 1 Year' 

*/ Online exclusive 
*/ Save over £200 on average* 

Search E.ON Energy 


*Saving quoted is calculated for dual fuel customers on unrestricted meters, using the national 
average prices across all regions of standard variable tariffs not in receipt of payment or other 
discounts, of large suppliers at Ofgem typical domestic consumption and switching to 
E.ON Go Online 1 Year, paying by fixed monthly Direct Debit, managing account online with 
paperless billing and receiving a dual fuel discount. Not available for prepayment, gas only 
or smart pay as you go customers. 






Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 
0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
1^019 02 842706 / 07759536818 
' www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
BEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


Shock eating disorder 
figures for children 


MORE than 200 children in the re¬ 
gion have been treated for eating 
disorders in the last three years 
- with one waiting 29 weeks for 
their first appointment. 

New figures show patients as young 
as eight have been treated for condi¬ 
tions such as anorexia and bulimia 
across the region. 

Figures released under Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation show a total of 224 children have 
been referred to the NHS for eating disor¬ 
ders since 2014/15. 

There were 168 children and teenagers 
referred to the Black Country Partnership 
NHS Foundation Trust, and 28 each to 
Dudley and Walsall Mental Health Partner¬ 
ship NHS Trust, and South Staffordshire 
and Shropshire Healthcare NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust. The average waiting times for 
patients’ first treatment sessions varied 
from around four to under two weeks. 

Lottery 

The longest recorded was 29 weeks by a 
patient treated by the Black Country Part¬ 
nership NHS Foundation Trust - more 
than 200 days. It led Wolverhampton Lib¬ 
eral Democrat campaigner Rob Quarmby to 
brand it a ‘postcode lottery’. 

He said: “I think it is a scandal that chil¬ 
dren are being denied prompt access to vital 
mental health services simply because of 
the postcode lottery. It’s unforgivable that 
some patients have to wait more than 200 
days for an appointment.” 

The Black Country Partnership NHS 
Foundation Trust did not respond for com¬ 
ment. Dudley and Walsall Mental Health 
Partnership NHS Trust said: “The Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Eating Dis¬ 
orders service has very specific timescales 
attached to it, an urgent case will be seen 
within one week of referral and a routine 
case within four weeks; to date these times¬ 
cales have not been breached.” 


Shocking attack on CCTV 



A CCTV image of the man who was attacked with iron bars 


THIS is the moment a man was 
attacked with metal poles in an at¬ 
tempted car-jacking. 

The shocking CCTV coverage 
shows the 43-year-old being set 
upon by two masked individuals 
who hit him over the head in a des¬ 
perate attempt to steal the keys to 
his blue BMW M4. 


Despite being viciously assaulted, 
pushed to the floor, and hit over the 
head the car-owner fought off the 
crooks, refusing to simply hand over 
the keys to his prized car. 

The vicious attack happened in 
Tilesford Close, Shirley, Birming¬ 
ham on Friday September 22. 

Officers believe the same suspects 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


§ABTA I 



42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, 

An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, 
Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until April 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


NOW 

INCLUDING 




O & I £159 


■95pp 


View product online at Quote code: 

www.omega-holidays.com MLD948 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until April 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


0^"l £ 169 


t ■95pp 


View product online at Quote Code: 

www.omega-holidays.com FQU411 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


f m © OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 

- SAT 8.30-16.00 

Organised by Omega^Holidays pic, SUN 10-00 . 16-00 



































































Chance to meet cuties like this one 

COMPETITION 

Come on pet, 
keep eye out 
for show fun 


Getting up close - or you can see the 
pets perform their tricks 



WITH hundreds of different animals, 
animal action displays, expert talks, 
celebrity appearances and shopping, 
the National Pet Show continues to be 
an unmissable event for animal lovers 
of all ages nationwide. 

And Chronicle readers have the 
chance to win free tickets to this 
remarkable show. Thirty pairs are up 
for grabs 

Sponsored by MORETH>N it returns 
to the NEC Birmingham on November 
4 and 5, and offers an entertaining 
and educational weekend. Visitors can 
get up close with a host of animals, 
including more than 100 dog and cat 
breeds, rabbits, rats, ponies, alpac¬ 
as, guinea pigs, chinchillas, parrots, 
chickens, hamsters, owls, reptiles, fish 
and mini beasts. 


Highlights include; Noel Fitzpatrick 
Live (presented by The Supervet, 
Professor Noel Fitzpatrick), Top Cats 
Competition sponsored by Hill’s and 
GCCF and SuperDogs Live (presented 
by TV’s Michaela Strachan). 

There will be kids “Teepee” talks 
and animal handling sessions, the 
Secret Rabbit Garden and more than 
90 educational talks and live perfor¬ 
mances. 

With theatres in each show zone, 
visitors will receive top tips and free 
pet care advice from experts. 

The SuperTheatre will also play host 
to live performances from the canine 
stars of SuperDogs Live, presented by 
TV’s Michaela Strachan, including an 
opening performance by Britain’s Got 
Talent Finalists Lucy Heath and Trip 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
simply answer this question 

Who is the show sponsor? 

Send your answer on a postcard 
with your name, address and email 
address (a MUST) to Pet Show Com¬ 
petition, Chronicle Series (Editorial) 
51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES, closing date Thursday, 
October 12, 2017. Usual rules apply. 
Editor’s decision final. 


Hazard. The popular School 4 Dogs 
arena sponsored by Pets at Home will 
feature live training demonstrations 
For tickets visit www.thenationalpet- 
show.com 


More pets on parade in the Chronicle 15 



Sugar and Sylvie in a coveted place Guinea pigs Sherlock and Holmes West Highland terriers Misty and Meg ^ 



Six-year-old border collie Jess enjoys watching tennis Border terrier Judy, aged 10, has recovered from cancer 


Snapshots reveal 
creature comforts 


There is certainly some animal mag¬ 
ic going on around here - as your pet 
pictures show. 

Since The Chronicle launched its 
Animal Crackers photo competition 
readers have snapped to it and are 
sending in a host of cute, quirky and 
arty pictures of their pets. 

From doe-eyed dogs, to cute kittens 
to fluffy guinea pigs, we loved it. And 
we want more pictures. Send us a 
picture of your beloved pet and as well 



as the chance to see your family pet in 
print, you could also win a £100 cash 
prize. 

It can be any animal as long as it is 


a pet belonging to you or a member of 
your family. 

Our Chronicle judges are simply 
looking for interesting pictures. We will 
select 10 of our favourite pictures and 
then it is up to our readers to decide 
which picture deserves the cash prize. 

To enter email the images to sue. 
attwater@expressandstar.co.uk and let 
us have your name and details, includ¬ 
ing the area you are from and a little 
bit of information about your pet. 



Wood Green 

™ACADEMY 


If OCTOBER 2017 

6pm until 8pm 

New Intake Open Evening for Prospective 
Year 12 Students & Parents. 

Head of Sixth Form talk will be at 6.30pm. 

Wood Green Academy 
Wood Green Road 
Wednesbury 
WS10 9QU 
Tel: 0121 556 4131 

Email: admin@woodgreenacademy.co.uk 



OA.tcd p Qr more j n f orma tj on v j S jt : 

www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 
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Students have access to rich resources, staff expertise and support Students develop their potential whether in the field of medicine, drama or music 


Commercial feature 

Your future matters and choosing a sixth 
form is the most important decision you will 
make this year. 

Staff and pupils at Stuart Bathurst Catholic 
High School are celebrating outstanding sixth 
form results. 

This year all Stuart Bathurst Sixth Form 
students enjoyed excellent results, including a 
98 per cent pass rate in all A-level and 100 per 
cent pass rate in Level 3 BTEC Qualifications. 
96 per cent of students gained a minimum of 
three A-level/BTEC Level 3 qualifications, with 
the National Average being 78 per cent and 
100 per cent gained a minimum of two A-levels, 
ensuring students are ready for the challenges 
of university and the world of work. 

Outstanding results were seen again across 
key academic areas. Mathematics secured 
a 80 per cent A*-C pass rate, whilst students 
studying history and psychology achieved 
100% A*-C. Drama was impressive with 75 per 
cent A*-C, PE achieved 100 per cent A*-B and 
sociology enjoyed 100 per cent A*-C. 

Vocational 

Pupils studying business achieved 100 per 
cent Distinction* enabling them to study at 
Aston Business School. Results in modern 
languages were an outstanding 100 per 
cent A*-C ensuring that students are able to 
compete for university places and employment 
on a global level. 

As a faith school Stuart Bathurst has 
consistently enjoyed strong results in RE, 
producing 73 per cent A*-C pass rate and 
53 per cent A*-B. Vocational results were 
exceptional with the average grade being 
Distinction*. 

The Business and ICT Department produced 
outstanding results securing 100 per cent 
Distinction*. Performing arts also secured 100 
per cent Distinction* in all three disciplines of 
acting, music and dance courses. 


With 80 per cent of students going on to 
university and 100 per cent of the university 
cohort securing their first place choices, 
students are regularly supported in Oxbridge 
applications. 

Students take up places at the best 
universities including Durham, King’s College 
London, Brunei, Exeter, Lancaster and the 
University of Birmingham Medical School. 
Students pursuing training and employment 
also enjoyed 100 per cent placement success. 

Assistant Headteacher Mrs Jordan explained: 
“We take great pride in our academic standards 
and quality of teaching. Opportunities are 
given to allow each individual to further their 


knowledge and explore their choice of subject. 
Specialist teachers have been secured in all 
subject areas, allowing us to offer the broadest 
curriculum.” 

Students benefit from the moral guidance and 
pastoral support as displayed in the Catholic 
ethos of the school. This ethos permeates 
every lesson and activity, encouraging students 
to become honest and reliable adults with a 
strong moral commitment in their work and 
behaviour. 

Students have access to rich resources, 
staff expertise and support. The well-being of 
students is a priority for staff and they believe 
that its success depends on strong links 


between school and home and a harmonious 
relationship that is essential for the overall 
happiness and performance of all students. 

Sixth form students at Stuart Bathurst are 
encouraged to think positively and take 
responsibility for their own actions and are 
actively guided to think of others and explore 
ways of helping within the school and local 
community. 

This voluntary contribution enables students 
to develop leadership and organisational 
qualities with a wider understanding of others - 
essential skills for higher education and future 
employment. Students develop their potential 
whether in the field of medicine, science, 


engineering, technology and mathematics right 
through to sport and drama. 

The values that teachers inculcate in their 
students are such that they are enabled 
to mature and develop as upright and 
conscientious adults ready to achieve at the 
highest level. 

Stuart Bathurst warmly invites you to visit their 
school and apply for a place in their heavily 
over-subscribed sixth form and continue your 
learning journey as part of a family orientated, 
friendly and successful sixth form. 

For more details call 0121 556 1488, email 
admin@stuart-bathurst.org.uk or visit www. 
stuart-bathurst.org.uk for information. 



ST 

totr* 


SIXTH FORM 
OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 12 October 6 -8pm 

Presentation by the Head of Sixth Form at 6pm 
followed by a subject marketplace. 

If these dotes ore inconvenient for you, 
then please coll and request o personalised tour: 

0121 556 1488 


A Level Pass Rate %A*-C 

100% History 
100% Psychology 
100% Sociology 
lOO% PE 
80% Maths 
75% Drama 
73% RE 


Wood Green Rood, Wednesbury, WSio gOS I I 0121 5561488 // odmin(a)stuort-bothurst.org.uk I I stuart-bathurst.org.uk 






















More pets on parade in Chronicle competition 



Sugar and Sylvie in a coveted place Guinea pigs Sherlock and Holmes West Highland terriers Misty and Meg 



Six-year-old border collie Jess enjoys watching tennis Border terrier Judy, aged 10, has recovered from cancer 

Snapshots reveal 
creature comforts 


There is certainly some animal mag¬ 
ic going on around here - as your pet 
pictures show. 

Since The Chronicle launched its An¬ 
imal Crackers photo competition read¬ 
ers have snapped to it and are sending 
in a host of cute, quirky and arty pic¬ 
tures of their pets. 

From doe-eyed dogs, to cute kittens 
to fluffy guinea pigs, we loved it. And 
we want more pictures. Send us a pic¬ 
ture of your beloved pet and as well as 



the chance to see your family pet in 
print, you could also win a £100 cash 
prize. 

It can be any animal as long as it is 


a pet belonging to you or a member of 
your family. 

Our Chronicle judges are simply 
looking for interesting pictures. We will 
select 10 of our favourite pictures and 
then it is up to our readers to decide 
which picture deserves the cash prize. 

To enter email the images to sue.at- 
twater@expressandstar.co.uk and let 
us have your name and details, includ¬ 
ing the area you are from and a little bit 
of information about your pet. 



SUCCESS - THROUGH ° ENDEAVOUR 


IXTH FORM 

□ PEN EVENING 

11th October 6-8pm 

100% success rate for university applications 
78% of students achieved A*- C grades in 2017 
‘Students’ overall outcomes in academic qualifications were well 
above the national average’ (Ofsted, 2017) 


www.georgesalter.com/post-16 

Davey Road, West Bromwich B70 9UW 
Telephone: 0121 553 4665 


OAT 


AN OA ACADEMY 



Why study anywhere else? 


Transforming Learning, Transforming Lives 


Look no further, your next step is right here, at the RSA Academy 

Post 16 Open Evening: 10 th October 18:00 - 20:00 

Post 16 Open Morning: I I th October 09:00 - 12:00 

(Appointment Only) 

What we offer: 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme 
IB Career-related Programme (IBCP) 

s Football Academy 
Vocational Pathways 

Take a look at our website 



lnfo@rsaacademy.org 


0121 5561351 


y_} www.rsaacademy.org 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, October 5, 2017 


























there IS 


ir you ARE STILL CONFUSED DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO, SITTING AT HOME WONDERING 

...come and get some outstanding careers advice and ENROL NOW 


At the event you will have the 
opportunity to: 

• Speak to tutors in person 

• Find out about our 
courses 


WEDNESDAY 
11 OCTOBER 2017 

5.00pm - 7.30pm 


APPRENTICESHIPS 

A great way of 
learning new skills 
whilst in employment 
Meet our specialist 
team to discuss your 
options. 


Tour our outstanding 
facilities 


ADULT LEARNERS 

We have excellent 
provision for adults 
on full time and part 
time courses, includi 
Access to HE 


Enrol on a course 
















COMMERCIAL FEATURE 

TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


If you fancy traditional pub 
grub then look no further 
than the Harriers Pub located 
in Powis Avenue, Tipton, DY4 
ONF. Where there kitchen is 
open 7 days a week. 

The Harriers also cater for 
families where there is also a 
children’s menu on offer. 

Serving all your pub classics as 
well as the in demand Sunday 
Carvery where you can find a 
selection of meats, as well has 
a nice variety of vegetables. 


The Harriers Pub also comes 
alive at night over the weekend 
has they offer a weekly 
entertainment program on 
a Friday and Saturday night 
which you will find regular 
DJ’s and live entertainment. 
Customers old and new 
will also find regular drinks 
promotions on offer which are 
not to be missed!! 

The Harriers also offer a FREE 
function room which is ideal 
for all occasions including 
Weddings, Christenings, and 
all birthday celebrations. 


There is also a child’s outside 
play area which will keep all 
children entertained as well 
as an outside seating area. 

The Harriers Pub, Powis 
Avenue, Tipton, DY4 ONF 
TEL: 0121 557 3896 



THE HARRIER 


TRADITIONAL PUB GRUB 

SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 'tPM 


CHILDRENS MENU ALSO AVAILABLE 



^Why not join us for 

our Sunday Carveiy? J 
From 12pm onwards^ 

Adult £5.99 
Child £3.99 


BINGO 

Every 

Monday 

From 

7pm 


FREE Function Room Available 
Childrens Play Area 
Outside Seating Area 

ANY FUNCTION CATERED FOR 
• BIRTHDAYS • CHRISTENINGS 
• WEDDINGS etc 


POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 ONF 0121 557 3896 
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Christmas 
bookings 
now being 
taken 


£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 

pv INCHON 

WRA ?0 ° 

or 

w Wedding 

t Receptions, 

Birthday 
W Parties, 

Anniversaries 

AND 

Funerals 


w ++* W •%> +** w' 

~ HOMEMADE PIES g 

r 2 FOR 1 is 

MONDAYS & TUESDAYS 
'Great selection of fillings' ^ 

SUNDAY CARVERYr 

J Choice of meats/iamb shank - 
3 varieties of gravy 
Selection of vegetables 
, We also cater for vegetarians Z, 

0121 544 0045 






H e’s sitting in a pub in 

Lytham St Anne’s. Norman 
Pace is chipper. The actor 
and comedian who is best 
known as one half of the 
comedy duo Hale and 
Pace has as much work as he would 
care for and is at peace with the world. 

He’s presently on the road in Hairspray, the 15-minute 
blitzkrieg of scintillating fabulousness. The all-singing, 
all-dancing, all-action musical is set in Baltimore, 1962. 

It tells the story Tracy Turnblad, a big girl with big 
hair and an even bigger dream: to dance her way onto 
national TV, and into the heart of teen idol Link Larkin. 
Tracy’s audition makes her a local star and soon she is 
using her new-found fame to fight for integration. But can 
she win equality - and Link’s heart - without denting her 
‘do? 

The feel-good musical features the hit songs Welcome 
To The 60s, You Can’t Stop The Beat, The Nicest Kids in 
Town and many more and has Norman smiling each and 
every night. 

“I have to say that I know Hairspray is a very good show 
but this really is a tremendous production. Drew McOnie 
is the go-to choreographer in Broadway and the West 
End and has worked on this. 

“They really pulled out all the stops to get the right 
people for the show. They went through 1,600 hopefuls 
before they settled on the 32 people that you see on on 
stage. It’s my first time in it and I’m loving it. A few of the 
guys have done this before but I’m the new boy, which is 
funny, since I’m also by far the oldest.” 

Reaching the tender age of 64 - amid a cast of 
20-somethings - is great fun for Norman. Being 
around the younger generation keeps him 
young. 

“I love being with the kids. Their enthusiasm 
and joie de vivre is inspiring. I get up at 
the end of the show and we do You 
Can’t Stop the Beat. I love it. I do it 
eight times a week. Before I start, 

I know the audiences will love it 
and go mad. We’ve done 40- 
odd shows and every one has 
been a standing ovation. 

“Seriously, you couldn’t 
wish for a better 
group. Last night, 
after the show in 
Blackpool, one of 
the guys from the show said he 
knew a bloke who’d got a pub 
that did live music. Out of the 
55 people on tour, 40 people 
turned up and we had a great 
night. The band got up and 
entertained us. It’s brilliant 
fun.” 

Norman has to pinch 
himself when he considers 
the number of years he’s 
successfully spent in 
showbusiness. The former 
teacher has been treading the 


boards for 36 years - many of them with his friend and 
comic partner Gareth Hale. They recently recorded four 
episodes of ITV’s Benidorm, spending 10 weeks in Spain 
with Shropshire actor John Challis, among others. 

And yet for Norman, all roads lead to the Black 
Country. Though he grew up in Newark-on-Trent, in 
Nottinghamshire, his heart belongs to Dudley. 

“My granny and grandad lived in Dudley. 
When my mother was pregnant with me at 
the age of 18, she went to Dudley to have the 
baby. I think there was some sort of scandal 
because of the Catholic Church - if it wasn’t 
for the church, I wouldn’t be here. They didn’t 
do such things as abortion back then. 

So mum tried to pull a fast one and had 
me in Dudley then I’d visit my granny 
and grandad on holidays. They lived on 
Blowers Green Crescent, I still remember 
■ it now. 

“There were slag heaps that were 
turned into football pitches and I’d go 
there until about the age of ten. The 
family were West Brom fans and took 
me to the Hawthorns to cheer on the 
Baggies. They were happy times. I felt 
very loved when I visited the Black 
Country.” 

Fame came calling for Hale and 
Pace when they worked 
together on a series of 
comedy shows, as well 
as featuring in Dalziel 
and Pascoe, guest 
starring in the Doctor 
Who serial Survival and 
featuring in a Christmas Special of Extras. 

It was a joyride. The whole thing was 


thrilling and we didn’t have a minute to stop and think 
about it. If Gareth and I weren’t making the TV series, 
we’d be touring. In every spare moment we’d be writing 
and we were even stupid enough to go on holiday 
together as families. 

“The only downside about that experience was losing 
your privacy. At the petrol station, a queue of people 
would look at you like you were in a goldfish bowl. I’m 
under the radar these days and there are times when I 
grow a beard and people don’t recognise me. It used 
to be that you’d get people arguing about which one 
you were. But it’s no big deal. I had my taste of that life 
and it was intense. I can understand why film stars have 
people to fill their car up for them. Can you imagine what 
would happen if Rod Stewart was on the forecourt at 
Morrisons?” 

Norman has no plans to slow down. There’s no exit 
strategy, no secret yearning for a quieter life, no intention 
of upping sticks and moving to somewhere quieter. 

“The laughter is what keeps you coming back. Even 
now, after all these years, if you’re good at it and have a 
lot of experience and have enjoyed a long career, you can 
still learn a lot of things about how to do it better. I always 
want to beat the laughter I got last night, I want to keep 
moving forward.” 

He loves the fact that he’s been able to play both TV 
and theatre during a starry career. He’s worked with 
tremendous actors down the decades and their skills 
have helped him to develop. 

For now, all thoughts are of Hairspray. “It’s great 
bringing the show to Birmingham because Dudley’s only 
just down the road and that’s always been special to me. 
I’m hoping that people from Dudley and Wolves will pop 
over and say hello.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 



























Step 

story 


inside for 
of singing 


musical 
star Cilia 


LEADING lady in Cilia The Musical, Kara Lily Hayworth, 
beat thousands of hopefuls to be named as the girl to 
step into the Liverpudlian legend’s shoes in the first 
musical about the star’s life, at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre next week. 

Cilia The Musical, which began its tour in Liverpool 
last month, is an adaptation of the critically acclaimed 
ITV mini-series based on the early life of Cilia Black, by 
BAFTA award-winner, Jeff Pope. 

Kara queued for four hours at London’s Dominion 
Theatre to have her chance to audition in the first 
rounds. She made it to a final audition at the Cavern 
Club in Liverpool. Executive producer Robert Willis, 
who is Cilia’s son, said: ‘We wanted somebody who 
wasn’t going to impersonate my mum but someone 



who could capture her spirit. Kara came in with her 
huge personality and amazing voice. When I saw the 
response of the audience at the Cavern, I knew we’d 
found her!” 

From Watford, Kara trained at the Central School of 
Speech and Drama, and this will be her first leading 
role in a big musical. She even briefly met the 1960s 
pop star turned TV presenter, when the 11-year-old 
Kara got the Surprise Surprise host’s autograph. 

“She was a huge inspiration to me as a child,” says 
Kara. “I grew up watching her on Blind Date every 
Saturday night with my Nan. To play her is such an 
honour.” 

The show is packed with 60s songs including Cilia’s 
own hits, such as Anyone Who Had a Heart and Alfie. 



r . 


L0DGES 


01597 
811422 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 


Gangsters, no, kids' 
TV did it for Coolio 


He’s a Grammy-award 
winning rapper, best known 
for his mega hit Gangsta’s 
Paradise. 

But 54-year-old Coolio has come 
a long way since the mid 90s. He’s 
now a chef and activist for the 
environment and raising awareness 
of asthma, a TV and film star. 

The Compton-born star (that’s LA 
not Wolverhampton) will come to 
Arena Birmingham with I Love The 
90s on Saturday which Coolio says 
is the greatest tour of his career. 
Joining him will be fellow 90s stars 
Vanilla Ice, Salt N Peppa, Color Me 
Badd, Tone Loc and Young MC. 


“This tour is really great. 
Everybody knows each other, and 
have done for so many years; it’s 
like going on tour with your family,” 
he said. 

“It’s an amazing show. This is 
one of the best tours of my career. 
There’s just non-stop involvement 
and dancing. 

“I’ve always had a good time in 
the UK. I can’t think of a bad time 
I’ve had there. At the beginning of 
my career, there may have been 
a few mishaps. But people have 
always treated me well there and 
I’ve done shows pretty much 
everywhere in the UK.” 

Coolio has not only made his 



name as c 
rap artist, but 
also as a writer of theme songs, 
having rapped the theme tune to 
children’s TV show Kenan and 
Kel, which also opened up the 
world of acting to the Californian. 
Since then, he’s had parts in Adult 
Swim TV show Black Jesus and 
Daredevil, as well as taking part 
in UK reality show Celebrity Big 
Brother and game show Tipping 
Point. 

“Kenan and Kel, believe it or 
not, has turned out to be the one 
of the most important things I’ve 
done in my career. Just as much as 
Gangsta’s Paradise,” added Coolio. 


Greg puts Brum 
to task in festival 

A host of comic talent is 
gathering for Birmingham 
Comedy Festival 
at various venues. 

Highlights include 
Taskmaster’s Greg 
Davies, right, at 
Symphony Hall Monday 
and Tuesday. Brum’s Joe 
Lycett joins Yard ley MP 
Jess Phillips at the Town Hall 
on Wednesday. Henning Wehn 
proves Germans have a sense of humour at the 
Town Hall next Friday and Saturday. Other acts 
include Matt Lucas, Simon Amstell, Phill Jupitus 
and Zoe Lyons. See www.bhamcomfest.co.uk 


Powerhouse trio Yak 
back for home city gig 

FEROCIOUS London-based rock trio Yak, fronted 
by Wolverhampton’s ON Burslem, have a rare gig 
in his home city at Newhampton Arts Centre on 
Thursday, October 12. Gigs at Wolverhampton’s 
Slade Rooms include rockers Arcane Roots tomorrow 
(Friday), blues singer Rebecca Downes on Saturday, 
acclaimed guitarist Andy McKee on Sunday, 
Nottingham’s Amber Run play Tuesday and Broken 
Witt Rebels next Friday. 

US country star Marty Stuart is at Birmingham Town 
Hall tomorrow, Wolverhampton’s Beverley Knight 
brings soul to Symphony Hall on Sunday. Country- 
pop outfit Lady Antebellum play Birmingham Arena 
on Monday, the same night Nick Mulvey is at 02 
Institute in Digbeth. Dweezil Zappa celebrates father 
Frank’s legacy at Birmingham Town Hall on Thursday. 



Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


CD 


#sharethelove 

ADULTS 

£14.50 

per person 


KIDS 

£6.95 

per person 


#sharethelove 

o©o 

www.lovethedogs.co.uk 


PERRY BARR GREYHOUND STADIUM 

SUNDAY FUN-DAY! 


Action on the Track, Reserved Table 
for the Racing, 2 Course Sunday Lunch, 
Admission and a Programme 



f «r # 

BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW AT 

www.lovethedogs.co.uk 



OR CALL US ON 0870 840 7411 


RED P LEAF 
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Basquiat - Rage to Riches 
(BBC2,9pm) 

Documentary, exploring the rise 
in profile of the output of 
American artist Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, whose work is 
currently the subject of a large- 
scale exhibition at the Barbican 
in London - the first time a 
wholly Basquiat collection has 
been displayed in the UK. This 
film serves as a portrait of Jean- 
Michel's origins, making use of 
interviews with his sisters 
Lisane and Jeanine, along with 
accounts from his friends, 
confidants, lovers and 
contemporaries, to detail how a 
self-taught, Brooklyn-born artist 
came to rank alongside the 
likes of Picasso, de Kooning 
and Francis Bacon on the 
international art marketplace - 
29 years after his death. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 
Food. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 12.30 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Gymnastics: World 
Championships. 2.45 Film: Muppets Most 
Wanted. (2014) Comedy, starring Ricky 
Gervais. 4.25 Chris Coleman: Dare to 
Dream. 5.25 BBC News. 5.35 Regional 
Programme. 5.45 Pointless Celebrities. 
6.35 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present as 
the pro-celebrity dance 
competition continues. Last week, 
the couples were given their first 
taste of the pressures of avoiding 
elimination, and the tension does 
not let up as the second round of 
the competition proper gets under 
way with Movie Week. As in 
previous competitions, the 14 
duos are challenged to come up 
with routines that pay homage to 
Hollywood’s greatest films, and 
they begin with a group 
performance that serves as a 
tribute to recent smash-hit 
musical La La Land. As always, 
Shirley Balias, Craig Revel 
Horwood, Bruno Tonioli and 
Darcey Bussell are on hand to 
deliver their verdict on the stars’ 
performances, before handing 
over judging duties to viewers at 
home, who will get a chance to 
have their say over which 
performers to back ahead of the 
results show. 

8.40 Casualty. Dylan is forced to bring 
Sanosi into the Emergency 
Department, much to David’s 
dismay, and Lily grows ever more 
jealous of the bond forming 
between lain and Sam. Meanwhile, 
Connie struggles to deal with the 
severity of her diagnosis, and tries 
to come to terms with what it 
means for her future. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes and the 
Brown family await the fruits of 
their fraud after faking Grandad’s 
death to get a payout, but the 
insurance company starts to grow 
suspicious. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Film: Thor: The Dark World. (2013) 
The thunder god joins forces with 
his treacherous brother to defend 
the universe against an old foe. 
Superhero adventure sequel, with 
Chris Hemsworth. 

12.05 The NFL Show. 12.35 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 12.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 


7.10 Film: Hans Christian Andersen. 
(1952) 9.00 Saturday Mash-Up! 11.00 
Natural World. (R) 12.00 Rick Stein’s 
Long Weekends. (R) 1.00 Railways of 
the Great War with Michael Portillo. (R) 

1.30 Flog It! (R) 2.30 Grand Tours of the 
Scottish Islands. (R) 3.30 India: Nature’s 
Wonderland. (R) 4.30 Mastermind. (R) 
5.00 The Big Family Cooking Showdown. 

(R) 

6.00 Anglesey: Island Life. New series. 
The lives of some of the residents 
of Wales’ largest island, including 
Mike Williams, who is trying to get 
his smoke-damaged shop back on 
its feet. 

6.30 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
gives advice on making leaf mould 
from fallen leaves and howto use 
it. Frances Tophill helps a gardener 
whose plants are not thriving 
where they are planted. (R) 

7.30 Front Row. Harrison Ford and 
Ryan Gosling discuss Blade 
Runner 2049, Ian McKellen offers a 
masterclass in playing 
Shakespeare’s King Lear, and Tim 
Minchin performs live in the studio. 

8.00 Britain Afloat. Mary-Ann Ochota 
tells the story of river boats in 
Britain, reaching back through 
time to investigate the ancient 
coracle, which is thought to have 
been in use for 40,000 years. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Warden Hodges 
challenges Captain Mainwaring’s 
platoon to a cricket match. 
Featuring a guest appearance by 
former England and Yorkshire fast 
bowler Fred Trueman. (R) 

9.00 Basquiat-Rage to Riches. 

Documentary, profiling the rise in 
profile of the work of American 
artist Jean-Michel Basquiat, via 
interviews with his sisters, friends, 
confidants, lovers and 
contemporaries. 

10.30Performance Live: Missing 

Episode. Ross Sutherland’s audio¬ 
visual poem, which remixes an 
edition of EastEnders from 
October 7,1997 to tell the story of 
what happened to the poet the 
night that episode first aired. 

11.00 Later — with Jools Holland. The 
pianist welcomes the National 
back to the show, along with 
Morrissey, Queens of the Stone 
Age, Khalid, Jessie Ware and 
Marty Stuart. 

12.05 Film: Bright Days Ahead. (2013) 

1.35 Film: A Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square. (1979) 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Mission Employable. (RJ 7.05 
Oddbods. (R) 7.10 Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 9.25 Saturday Morning 
with James Martin. 11.20 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 1.10 ITV News; Weather. 

1.15 Catchphrase. (R) 2.00 The Chase. 
(R) 2.55 The X Factor: Bootcamp. (R) 
4.25 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 4.50 
Little Big Shots. (R) 5.50 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Cannonball. Andrew Flintoff hosts 
the action-packed game show, in 
which contestants tackle a series 
of water-based, obstacle course 
challenges in the hope of claiming 
the Cannonball Cup. 

7.10 The Family Chase. Bradley Walsh 
hosts one final round of the family- 
themed edition of the game show. 
This time, the Price clan from 
Oldham makes a bid to outplay 
one of the resident professional 
quizzers. Last in the series. 

8.15 The X Factor: Bootcamp. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. Game 
of Thrones star Kit Harington joins 
Jonathan in the studio, and while 
he will no doubt be talked into 
chatting about the shocking 
developments for his character 
Jon Snow at the end of the show’s 
penultimate series, discussion is 
likely to fall on the fact that he is 
starring as Robert Catesby - his 
own ancestor - opposite fellow 
guest Liv Tyler in the BBC’s 
historical drama Gunpowder later 
this autumn. Also taking a seat on 
the sofa this evening are former 
Great British Bake Off presenter 
Sue Perkins, Grammy Award¬ 
winning singer Mary J Blige, and 
comedian Rob Beckett. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: American Pie: The 
Wedding. (2003) The friends 
reunite to celebrate Jim and 
Michelle’s forthcoming trip to the 
altar-but events quickly spiral out 
of control. Comedy sequel, with 
Jason Biggs and Alyson Hannigan. 
12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.45 Triathlon: 
Stoke on Trent City of Sport. 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The Crystal Maze. 
(R) 1.00 Formula 1 Japanese Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 2.30 World’s Most 
Expensive Cars. 3.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 5.35 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain’s Ancient Tracks with Tony 
Robinson. The Time Team veteran 
continues his journeys down some 
of the UK’s oldest trackways and 
roads. This time, he visits the Peak 
District, where he ventures along 
the Derbyshire Portway, which is 
believed to date from the Bronze 
Age, and can be traced from Mam 
Tor in the north of the county, 
through to the Hemlock Stone on 
the edge of Nottingham. Along the 
way, he examines a prehistoric 
shark tooth, shines a light in an 
abandoned railway tunnel and 
takes a tour of DH Lawrence’s 
mountain retreat. 

8.00 WWII’s Great Escapes: The 
Freedom Trails. Monty Halls 
travels along the ridges of the 
French Pyrenees mountains on the 
border with Spain, which were 
traversed by thousands of people 
seeking to escape Nazi occupation. 
9.00 Film: Escape Plan. (2013) An 
expert takes a contract from the 
CIA to test a maximum security 
prison by trying to break out of it, 
but he soon discovers he has been 
duped and that his captors intend 
him to stay inside for ever. He 
hatches a plan to escape, but to 
succeed he will need the help of a 
long-term convict - who wants his 
own freedom in return for 
assistance. Thriller, with Sylvester 
Stallone and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

11.15 Film: The Gunman. (2015) After 
spending years in hiding, a 
mercenary becomes the latest 
target of his former colleagues. 
Crime drama, starring Sean Penn 
and Idris Elba. 

1.20 The Last Leg. (R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. 

4.30 Building the Dream. (R) 5.25 Four 
in a Bed. (R) 5.55 Kevin Can Wait. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.20 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 11.50 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.50 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.50 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

2.50 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 3.50 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 4.50 5 News Weekend. 
4.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

5.50 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.50 Film: Where Eagles Dare. (1968) 
An American general is held 
captive by the Nazis in a heavily 
defended fortress in the Alps. A 
crack team of British soldiers and 
an American lieutenant are 
dispatched to free him, but they 
soon realise there is a traitor in 
their ranks. Second World War 
adventure, starring Richard 
Burton, Clint Eastwood, Patrick 
Wymark, Michael Hordern and 
Mary Ure. 

9.45 Live Boxing: York Hall Brawl. 

Andrew Selby v Maximino Flores. 
Coverage of the WBC world 
flyweight eliminator, which takes 
place at York Hall in Bethnal Green. 
Welshman Selby is undefeated 
thus far in his fledgling career, 
having won all nine of his previous 
bouts, with five of them being by 
stoppage. 

11.30Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Doncaster Rovers v Southend 
United and Barnet v Coventry City. 

12.15 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with an entertaining mix of 
roulette-wheel spins and lively chat from 
the presenting team. Featuring a variety 
of prizes and promotions. 3.10 Film: 
Love at the Parade. (2012) The organiser 
of Chicago’s Thanksgiving parade is 
furious when a consultant is brought in 
to take charge of the event’s finances, 
thinking he is only interested in profit. 

But when she suffers an unexpected 
crisis, she finds support in her previously 
unwanted colleague, and begins to fall 
for him. Romantic drama, with Autumn 
Reeserand Antonio Cupo. 4.40 Divine 
Designs. Paul Binski investigates the 
period after the Second World War, 
which saw the birth of a modern style of 
ecclesiastical architecture. He visits 
Coventry and Chichester cathedrals to 
highlight the contemporary designs. (R) 
5.05 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.30 Chinese 
Food in Minutes. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Incredible Human Journey 8.00 
Wild China 9.00 Black Lake 10.25 James 
May: The Christmas Reassembler 10.55 
James May: The Reassembler 11.25 
British Sitcom: 60 Years of Laughing at 
Ourselves 12.25 Top of the Pops: 1984 

1.30 EMI: The Inside Story 2.30 Wild 
China 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.25 The X Factor: Bootcamp 1.00 
Film: The Lake House (2006) 2.00 FYI 
Daily 2.05 Film: The Lake House (2006) 
3.05 Film: The Flintstones in Viva Rock 
Vegas (2000) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: 
The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(2000) 4.55 Film: Happy Feet (2006) 

5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 Film: Happy Feet 
(2006)7.00 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 8.05 FYI 
Daily 8.10 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 10.15 
Celebrity Juice 11.05 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 1.25 Bromans 2.25 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 

2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 Bertie and Elizabeth 1.55 
Rosemary & Thyme 2.55 Foyle’s War 
7.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 

I. 05 On the Buses 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.30 British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 1.00 Pawn Stars 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Ascot. Coverage of 
today’s meetings from Ascot, Newmarket 
and Redcar. 4.00 World Cup Top 
Goalscorers 4.10 Pawn Stars 5.10 
Hornblower 7.25 World Cup Qualifier 
Live. Belarus v Netherlands (Kick-off 
7.45pm). 10.00 River Monsters 11.00 
World Cup Qualifier Highlights 12.30 The 
Sweeney 1.35 The Classic Car Show 2.25 
The Car Chasers 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 The Big Bang Theory 3.00 Don’t 
Tell the Bride 4.00 The Great British Bake 
Off 5.15 The Great British Bake Off: An 
Extra Slice 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn-Parti (2011)11.20 Naked 
Attraction 12.30 Gogglebox 
Film4 

II. 00 Spy Kids 4: All the Time in the 
World (2011) 1.00 The Boxtrolls (2014) 

2.50 Parental Guidance (2012) 4.55 
Crocodile Dundee (1986) 6.50 Crocodile 
Dundee II (1988) 9.00 Unbroken (2014) 
11.40 Underworld: Awakening (2012) 

1.20 White God (2014) 3.45 Close 
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CHOICE 



Louis Theroux 


Louis Theroux: Dark States - 
Heroin Town 
(BBC2,9pm) 

In Huntington, West Virginia, 
Louis Theroux embeds himself 
in an Appalachian community 
that is being devastated and 
stretched to its limits by 
widespread heroin use. He 
spends time with members of 
the user community that are 
caught in the grip of drug 
addiction, and follows the 
emergency services as they 
struggle to cope with multiple 
overdoses each day. 


i.OO Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Man- 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for Nothing. 
(R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.45 
Points of View. 4.00 Lifeline. 4.10 Songs 
of Praise. 4.45 Who Do You Think You 
Are? (R) 5.45 BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. Anita Rani and Matt 
Baker visit Dumfries House in East 
Ayrshire. They discover how the 
estate employs many local people 
and provides young people with a 
chance to develop traditional craft 
skills and work with the rare breed 
cattle on the house’s farms. Plus, 
Charlotte Smith investigates how 
electric cars will be powered and 
Adam Henson checks up on his 
pregnant sheep and cows. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Claudia Winkleman and 
Tess Daly reveal the next couple to 
leave the contest. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Nymans 
Gardens near Crawley. Items 
brought in to be valued include an 
axe used in one of George 
Mallory’s ascents of Everest, a 
sofa that put in an appearance in a 
classic movie, a diver’s watch and 
a bag of trinkets found on top of a 
wardrobe that turns out to contain 
something unexpected. 

9.00 The Last Post. Mary goes into 
labour while her husband has left 
the city to rendezvous with the 
SAS, who are returning to Aden 
after a secret mission to capture a 
dangerous fugitive. 

10.00BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Sir Bobby Charlton at 80. 

Documentary celebrating the life 
and career of the former 
Manchester United footballer, who 
won the World Cup with England 
on home soil in 1966, as he 
approaches his 80th birthday. 

11.35The Women’s Football Show. A 
look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on 
matters at both club and 
international level. 

12.10 The Graham Norton Show. (R) 

1.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.05 
BBC News. 


6.25 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.25 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.25 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.55 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.50 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.20 Mary Berry’s Foolproof Cooking. 
(R) 11.50 My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.35 
Alfred Hitchcock: Talking Pictures. (R) 

I. 15 Film: Dial M for Murder. (1954) 
Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller, starring Ray 
Milland. 3.00 Gymnastics: World 
Championships. 5.00 Rugby League 
Grand Final Highlights. 

6.00 Top Gear. Rory Reid and Sabine 
Schmitz go in search of the latest 
supercars at Germany’s 
Nurburgring circuit, while Matt 
LeBlanc test drives the Aston 
Martin DB11, but finds Chris 
Harris and his Mercedes causing 
no end of trouble. Tamsin Greig 
takes to the Top Gear Test Track as 
this week’s Star in a Reasonably 
Fast Car. (R) 

7.00 Russia with Simon Reeve. The 

adventurer embarks on a journey 
across the world’s biggest country, 
taking him from the snow-capped 
volcanoes of the far east, through 
some of the remotest parts of the 
planet, to the great cities of the 
west, Moscow and St Petersburg. 

(R) 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assesses 
the profit-making potential of 
business plans for a range of eco 
mannequins, cork-based yoga 
mats, and a cycling navigation 
device. Presented by Evan Davis. 
9.00 Louis Theroux: Dark States - 
Heroin Town. In Huntington, West 
Virginia, Louis Theroux embeds 
himself in an Appalachian 
community that is being 
devastated and stretched to its 
limits by widespread heroin use. 
10.00 Snowfall. New series. An 

educated young man seeks a way 
to get on in life. Hard-hitting drama 
about the beginnings of the crack 
epidemic in 1980s Los Angeles. 
Damson Idris stars. 

10.55 Mock the Week. Angela Barnes, Ed 
Byrne, Ed Gamble, Milton Jones and 
Nish Kumar join host Dara 0 Briain 
and regular Hugh Dennis for the 
topical comedy show. (R) 

II. 30 Film: Oranges and Sunshine. 

(2010) A social worker discovers 
thousands of British children have 
been sent to care homes in Australia 
and suffered abuse. Fact-based 
drama, starring Emily Watson. 

1.10 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.10 
Holby City. (R) 3.10 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 
Oddbods. (R) 7.10 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, 
Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Best Walks with a View with Julia 
Bradbury. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 

10.55 Amazing Animal Births. (R) 11.25 
Robson Green’s Coastal Lives. (R) 11.55 
Bigheads. (R) 12.55 ITV News; Weather. 

I. 00 The Chase. (R) 2.00 The X Factor: 
Bootcamp. (R) 3.30 Victoria. (R) 4.30 
World Cup Qualifier Live. Lithuania v 
England (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.20 ITV News; Weather. 

7.30 The X Factor: Six Chair 

Challenge. Dermot O’Leary hosts 
the first of three six chair challenge 
episodes, in which each judge 
must choose six acts to go 
forward to the next stage of the 
contest in the Judges’ Houses. The 
judges must make the decision as 
soon as each act has performed - 
but are free to change their mind 
should someone better come 
along later in the show. 

9.00 Victoria. After a series of 

assassination attempts, the queen 
is forced to seek sanctuary far 
from the palace. She and Albert 
travel to the Scottish Highlands, an 
area that has always fascinated 
her, but proves to be far from the 
romantic retreat she had 
fantasised about. However, 
travelling incognito gives both the 
royal couple and their servants a 
freedom they do not often 
experience. Denis Lawson guest 
stars. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston and Allegra Stratton, 
featuring reports on the latest 
issues and interviews with topical 
guests. (R) 

II. 15 World Cup Qualifier Highlights. 

Jacqui Oatley presents action from 
the latest fixtures, including 
Lithuania v England and Slovenia v 
Scotland in Group F, and Norway v 
Northern Ireland in Group C. 

12.15 Liar. (R) 1.10 Jackpot247. 


6.20 Kevin Can Wait. 6.45 Kevin Can 
Wait. 7.10 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.35 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 Formula 1 
Japanese Grand Prix Highlights. 5.15 
The Great British Bake Off. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel look ahead to wedding 
season, with eight couples 
booking the chateau for their big 
day. Dick also converts a stone 
barn into a flat for Angel’s parents, 
getting rid of 150 years’ worth of 
rubbish in the process, but 
tensions rise between the couple 
when he gets carried away with 
the trees at the front of the 
property. Last in the series. 

8.00 Escape. A group of five engineers 
is challenged to escape from a 
simulated landslide that has 
caused several vehicles to fall into 
a deep canyon. Presented by Ant 
Middleton. 

9.00 Electric Dreams: Crazy Diamond. 

A married man’s life is turned 
upside down by an encounter with 
a mysterious woman that leaves 
him smitten. He discovers is 
actually a dangerous synthetic 
being and has an illegal plan that 
will transform his life if he helps. 

All his wife’s worst fears are 
confirmed as she leads him into a 
series of disasters that threatens 
to destroy everything they hold 
dear. Steve Buscemi, Julia David, 
Sidse Babett Knudsen and Joanna 
Scanlan star in the fourth of the 
series of sci-fi tales, based on 
Philip K. Dick’s short story Sales 
Pitch. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbers quiz, with captain 
Jon Richardson and Jason 
Manford take on guest captain 
Alan Carr and Katherine Ryan. (R) 
11.05 Film: The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty. (2013) An ordinary man 
who drifts through life by 
disappearing into daydreams is 
forced to embark on an adventure 
in real life. Comedy drama, with 
Ben Stiller and Kristen Wiig. 

1.10 WWII’s Great Escapes: The 
Freedom Trails. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Mr Men. (R) 6.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 6.50 Wissper. (R) 
7.00 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.10 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 Oily 
the Little White Van. (R) 7.45 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.30 Floogals. (R) 
8.45 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

8.55 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.25 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. (R) 10.00 Football on 5: Goal 
Rush. (R) 10.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 
11.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.30 
Film: Innerspace. (1987) Sci-fi comedy, 
starring Dennis Quaid. 2.50 Film: 
Mannequin. (1987) 3.50 5 News Update. 

3.55 Film: Mannequin. (1987) 4.35 
Film: Annie. (1982) 5.35 5 News Update. 
5.40 Film: Annie. (1982) John Huston’s 
musical, with Aileen Quinn and Albert 
Finney. 

7.05 Deep-Sea Super Predator. 

Documentary following the search 
for a mysterious creature that is 
large enough to hunt down and 
devour a three-metre great white 
shark. (R) 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby 

Highlights. Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman introduce 
action from the sixth round of 
matches, including Harlequins v 
Sale Sharks, Exeter Chiefs v 
Newcastle Falcons, and Saracens v 
Wasps. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Wild Card. (2015) Premiere. 
A Las Vegas bodyguard with a 
gambling problem finds himself 
on the wrong side of a mob boss. 
Action thriller, starring Jason 
Statham and Michael Angarano. 
10.00 5 News Update. 

10.05 Film: Wild Card. (2015) Premiere. 
A Las Vegas bodyguard with a 
gambling problem finds himself 
on the wrong side of a mob boss. 
Action thriller, starring Jason 
Statham and Michael Angarano. 
11.05 Film: Safe. (2012) A former cage 
fighter protects a 12-year-old girl 
holding valuable information that 
several criminal factions want. 
Action thriller, starring Jason 
Statham and Catherine Chan. 

12.50 Car Crash TV. 1.15 SuperCasino. 

3.10 Film: A Lonely Place to Die. (2011) 

4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 5.15 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 5.40 Chinese Food in Minutes. 
(R) 5.50 Access. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Addicted to Sheep 9.00 
Horizon 10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 
The Search for a New Earth 12.00 
Dancing Cheek to Cheek: An Intimate 
History of Dance 1.00 Addicted to Sheep 
2.00 Horizon 3.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.10 2Awesome: Ready, Set, Style 

11.20 2Awesome: Third Wheel 11.50 
The X Factor: Bootcamp 1.20 Take Me 
Out 2.35 You’ve Been Framed: Gold Top 
100 Animals 3.35 Film: Cats & Dogs: 

The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 4.35 
FYI Daily 4.40 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 5.15 
Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.15 FYI 
Daily 6.20 Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 

7.20 Film: The Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies (2014) 8.20 FYI Daily 8.25 
Film: The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies (2014) 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.55 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 Through the Keyhole 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.00 Film: Blue Murder at St Trinian’s 
(1957) 2.05 FYI Daily 2.10 Film: Blue 
Murder at St Trinian’s (1957) 2.55 Film: 
Columbo: By Dawn’s Early Light (1974) 
5.00 Lewis 7.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
9.00 Sunday Night at the Palladium 
10.00 Honest 11.05 Film: Changeling 

S 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: 

_ eling (2008) 1.50 The Knock 2.45 
Mr Selfridge 3.35 Lewis 
ITV4 

1.40 Film: Jeremiah Johnson (1972) 
2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: Jeremiah 
Johnson (1972) 3.55 Film: The Way 
West (1967) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: 
The Way West (1967) 6.20 River 
Monsters 8.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special 9.00 Film: The Devil’s Advocate 
(1997) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: The 
Devil’s Advocate (1997) 11.55 Car Crash 
Global 12.55 The Sweeney 
E4 

11.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 12.00 My 
Hotter Half 1.00 The Big Bang Theory: 
Biggest Bangs 7.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Ice Age 3: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs (2009) 9.55 Film: Speed 2: 
Cruise Control (1997) 

Film4 

11.00 The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 1.00 Hercules (1983) 
3.05 Stuart Little 2 (2002) 4.40 Dr 
Dolittle 2 (2001) 6.20 Robin Hood (2010) 
9.00 Gladiator (2000) 12.00 Knight and 
Day (2010) 2.10 The Selfish Giant (2013) 
4.00 Close 




BONELESS 

PORK CHOPS 

OLB for... 

(1.36Kg) 


FRESH BONELE! 

CHICKEN FILLETS 

OLB for... 

*9 (1.36Kg) 


21 DAY MATUHI 

SIRLOIN STEAK 

2 LB for.. 

(307g) 


CHICKEN THIGHS 

8 LB FOR...OQ, 

(3.62Kg) V 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Blade: Trinity, Channel 5,11.05pm 

The fearless warrior’s blood-sucking foes frame him 
for murder, forcing him to go on the run from the FBI 
while his enemies resurrect the first and most 
powerful of their kind - Dracula himself. Joining forces 
with a team of human vampire slayers, Blade embarks 
on a quest to wipe out the undead menace once and 
for all. Fantasy action thriller sequel, with Wesley 
Snipes and Jessica Biel. (2004) 

TUESDAY 

Fatal Honeymoon, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman goes on honeymoon to Australia, only to 
drown during a scuba-diving trip to the Great Barrier 
Reef. Her father is not convinced this was an 
accident, and begins to suspect her husband may 
have murdered her. A year later, he finally finds the 
evidence to prove his accusation. Fact-based crime 
drama, starring Harvey Keitel and Billy Miller. (2012) 



Returning drama series 
takes a shocking new turn 


L ife is never dull for Georgie 
Lane - and you get the 
impression she wants to keep 
it that way. 

The last time we saw her, the 
experienced Army medic was 
coming to terms with being 
kidnapped in Kenya, but clearly the 
trauma involved with that situation 
hasn’t put her off serving on the 
front line, because she’s back in 
action when the new, third series 
begins. 

This time, it’s a longer run of 12 
episodes featuring three stories. 

“With an expanded 12-part series 
commission, this time Our Girl will 
follow our characters on three 
distinct missions in far-flung, 
dangerous parts of the globe - and 
we cannot wait to bring their new 
adventures back to BBC One,” 
claims executive producer Caroline 
Skinner. 

“I’m so happy that we’ll be back 
for another series as I think there’s 
definitely more stories to tell with 
Georgie,” stated Michelle Keegan, 
who plays her, after the transmission 


of the second run. “The reaction to 
the show has been overwhelming 
and I’m really thankful to everyone 
who’s watched and supported it. It 
was an amazing experience filming 
with such an incredible group of 
people and I can’t wait to do it all 
over again.” 

It’s certainly taken her a long way 
from Coronation Street, where she 
initially made her name. 

She isn’t, of course, the only soap 
star to have featured in the 
acclaimed drama. 

When it first began, Lacey Turner 
took the lead role of Molly Dawes 
while on hiatus from EastEnders, a 
teenager who decided that the 
military offered her a new lease of 
life away from the dreariness and 
lack of hope she felt at home. She 
had to turn down further adventures 
when she returned to Albert Square 
to play Stacey. 

Our Girl’s creator, Tony Grounds, 
also had a stint as an EastEnders 
writer, so knows how serial drama 
works, which is perhaps why this 
project appeals so much to a wide 


audience; he has the inside track in 
making characters compelling, 
inspiring viewers to keep coming 
back for more. 

This time around, the action 
begins in Nepal, as Grounds 
reveals: “On a disaster relief mission 
to Nepal after an earthquake hits the 
country, 2 Section is thrown into a 
perilous and life-changing situation. 
Michelle Keegan, brilliantly reprising 
her role as Corporal Georgie Lane, 
shows remarkable courage in the 
face of adversity and inspires the 
troops to perform their duty with 
bravery and compassion.” 

As well as carrying out her regular 
duties as a medic, Georgie is also 
entrusted with mentoring reckless 
new recruit Maisie, whose 
behaviour could put others in 
danger. 

However, Georgie is soon 
distracted by handsome Nepalese 
engineer Milan, who is also helping 
the relief effort. They quickly form a 
close bond while working together 
to rebuild the area, but their lives are 
soon at risk when an aftershock 
rocks the village they were visiting. 



Our Girl - Nepal Tour, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 



Wild Card, Thursday, Channel 5, 11.05pm 


WEDNESDAY 

A Mother’s Fear, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A single mother resolves to discover the cause of her 
son’s mysterious illness. Her investigation leads her to 
a corporation involved in genetically modified food and 
two scientists who are on the verge of a 
groundbreaking new discovery. Drama, starring Zoe 
Lister-Jones, Danny Glover and Victor Garber. (2015) 

THURSDAY 

Wild Card, Channel 5,11.05pm 

Las Vegas bodyguard Nick Wild finds himself dealing 
with more than just his gambling problem after he 
takes revenge on the criminal who attacked his friend, 
little realising that the thug in question is the son of a 
mob boss. Action thriller, starring Jason Statham, 
Michael Angarano and Milo Ventimiglia. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

As Above, So Below, Channel 4,12.10am 

An expedition ventures into a network of underground 
tunnels beneath Paris. As they explore the catacombs, 
the archaeologists experience a series of strange 
events and come under attack from a mysterious 
unknown force that seems to know their darkest 
secrets. Horror, starring Perdita Weeks. (2014) 


MONDAY 

Steph and Dom’s One Star to Five Star 
Channel 4, 5.30pm 

New series. Former Gogglebox stars and B&B 
owners Steph and Dom Parker help people whose 
hotels and guest-houses are struggling, as well as 
those just starting out in business, aiming to take 
each establishment from the lowest rating to a 
luxury one in just five days. On arrival at the 
Ransdale Hotel in Bridlington, East Yorkshire, the 
couple challenge the owners to expand their 
breakfast menu, create a seaside-themed bedroom 
and throw a beach party for the general public. But 
how will today’s guests rate their efforts? 

TUESDAY 

The Great British Bake Off 
Channel 4, 8pm 

The amateur cooks take part in Italian week, which 
culminates in a fiddly showstopper in the hottest 
temperatures ever recorded in the tent. Before that, 
under the ever watchful gaze of judges Paul 
Hollywood and Prue Leith, the contestants dish up 
a Sicilian signature that gets them all hot under the 
collar and a deceptively tricky technical. Noel 
Fielding and Sandi Toksvig are on hand to keep the 
bakers in line as the pressure of reaching the final 
stages of the competition intensifies. 


Russia 1917: Countdown to Revolution 
BBC2, 9pm 

A look at Russia’s transition from tsarist autocracy 
to communist state, focusing on the involvement of 
three men - Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin, all of whom 
emerged from obscurity to forge an entirely new 
political system in the space of a few months. This 
drama-documentary examines the 245 days that 
brought these men to supreme power. As the 
history unfolds writers and historians, including 
Martin Amis, Orlando Figes, Helen Rappaport, 
Simon Sebag Montefiore and China Mieville, 
battle over the meaning of the Russian 
Revolution and explore how it shaped the world of 
today. Narrated by Juliet Stevenson. 


WEDNESDAY 
Eat Well for Less? 

BBC1,8pm 

After a break, Gregg Wallace and 
Chris Bavin return to show more 
families that they can eat better 
and cut their bills at the same 
time- and they’re starting with the 
biggest clan to date. Single mum 
Angela has five daughters, aged 
between eight and 18, and as if 
feeding them all wasn’t tough 
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homicide detectives as they investigate the death of 
a young woman. From the moment the body is 
discovered, the entire murder squad record the 
investigation on their HD body cameras, taking 
viewers inside the crime scene where an ordinary 
camera crew couldn’t go for fear of contaminating 
evidence. 

FRIDAY 

A Celebrity Taste of Italy 
Channel 5, 9pm 

Judith Chalmers, Ian Lavender, Rula Lenska, 
Johnny Ball and Diana Moran sample some Italian- 
style rest and relaxation. Rula and Diana head off to 
the local sulphur springs to search for the secret of 
eternal youth in its volcanic mud. As they slather up, 
Johnny and Judith find a whole new use for olive oil 
- being massaged in it. 

The Last Leg 
Channel 4,10pm 

Adam Hills, Josh Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are 
joined by guests Armando lannucci and Sue Perkins 
for a comic review of the significant moments of the 
past seven days. The group members offer their own 
unique insight into some of the most difficult and 
delicate issues in modern Britain, and answer that 
most important of questions: is it OK? 


enough, one of her girls has Coeliac disease and 
another has Coeliac and Type 1 diabetes. Angela’s 
lack of confidence in the kitchen has left her reliant 
on convenience foods, but with her girls all wanting 
different things, it’s not proving to be very convenient. 
Gregg and Chris’s first step is to get her to stop 
shopping daily for that night’s dinner and 
k instead start planning gluten-free meals 
^the whole family can enjoy together. 

THURSDAY 

An Hour to Catch a Killer with 
Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

It’s known as ‘the golden hour’ - the first 
60 minutes of a murder investigation, 
where every decision is crucial and 
can make the difference 
between whether a killer 
is caught and convicted 
or walks free. To provide 
an insight into why that 
time window matters so 
much, Trevor 
McDonald presents 
this documentary, 
which follows 
the Northumbria 


CLEAN ROOF UK 

ROOF COATINGS 
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Coating roofs Nationwide 
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Protect your roof now 



DOCS YUUft ROOF 
HAVE. MOSS AND 
LICHEN PROBLEMS' 1 
TOP SEAL IS Tl« 
ANSWf ft TO Y041 ft 
PftOftt FMJS 


Check now - Does one or more of the following apply to your roof? 

• Is your roof over 20 years okf? {Root tiles na*»e a finite Me span) 

• Do you have concrete or clay tiles 9 

• Have you moss or lichen on your roof? 

• You need or have hod roof repairs (We replace 1 -50 broken tdcs tor free) 

• Have your neighbours replaced their roofs? 

If so - You need to Top Seal renovation and Total Waterproofing System 
Do you want to: 

• Extend the life of your roof 

• Eliminate moss and lichen growth 

• Increase ttie value of your home 

• Have a 10 year guarantee with 10 years peace of mind 

• Have a water barrier not a vapour barrier (allowing the i 

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT 

BLFCWr am 

“ TWWi (Xmtw fob, g&cxi <AxruT*intc*tton 

and 3emce from Yv cortymtv 
ftMacrvuPe price for groat resufta 
/lKT4»'nYVM/r_*eif triwHt* and temKy wt>o 
an* aVtvwV vi ft** proem* of having 
me*r house* competed" 

Mr and Mm Pamal 

A Fraction of the cost of a new roof 
0800 959 6396 and 07467 080 604 • www.cleanroofuk.com 
email: info@cleanroofuk.com 
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No.450 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Unusually precise 
instructions to the 
cook (7) 

7. Stage scenery for 
domestic units (5) 

9. See 21 Across 
10. Festival possessed 
Arthurian figure (7) 
12. Sieges that 
may provide 
considerable 
interest (11) 

14. Nippers living on 
their own? (6,5) 

18. I could be in one 
rut, keeping to this 
(7) 

19. Tree situated in 
fenced areas (5) 

21 & 9Ac. Kind of 
agent protected by 
insurance! (5,5) 

22. It will show the 
temperature of a 
planet (7) 


Down 

1. Brush seen in 
Entebbe sometimes 

(5) 

2. Kind of iron age 
bird! (6) 

3. See 20 Down 

4. Many quit, yet still 
stick together (6) 

5. Artist’s different 
version - of Dover? 
(7) 

8. This provides 
electricity for the 
artillery unit (7) 

11. Disturbing the game 
but coming out the 
winner (7) 

13. Sapper obliged to 
show resilience (7) 

15. Molecular structure 
to be of importance 

( 6 ) 

16. Opening the back 
of the gun, by the 
sound of it (6) 

17. Youngster one 
found in grain store 
(5) 

20 & 3Dn. Part of the 
map of the Middle 
East could be 
erased (3,3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

6. Scales (7) 

1. Ill-defined (5) 

7. Jovial (5) 

2. Pedestrian (6) 

9. Fortunate (5) 

10. Pledge (7) 

3. Work (3) 

4. Universal (6) 

5. Bunch (7) 

12. Wage earner (5-6) 

8. Excrescences (7) 

14. Reach a climax (4,2,1,4) 

11. Tea urn (7) 

18. Barbarous (7) 

13. Contrary (7) 

19. Composition (5) 

15. Justice (6) 

16. Away (6) 

21. Trivial (5) 

17. Boast (5) 

22. Artful (7) 

20. Merriment (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Healed; 8 Breach; 

10 Hydrant; 11 Check; 12 Arch; 13 Tense; 

17 Brick; 18 Dene; 22 Arise; 23 Esparto; 

24 Pilots; 25 Coarse. Down: 1 The head; 

2 Haddock; 3 Nepal; 4 Process; 5 Layer; 

6 Shake; 9 Stretcher; 14 Priests; 15 Bearers; 

16 Recover; 19 Wasps; 20 Villa; 21 Spool. 
QUICK - Across: 7 Apathy; 8 Madden; 

10 Sharpen; 11 Nerve; 12 Vile; 13 Greed; 

17 Cross; 18 Mere; 22 Tacit; 23 Outcast; 

24 Fettle; 25 Censor. Down: 1 Massive; 

2 Manacle; 3 Shape; 4 Saunter; 5 Adore; 

6 Under; 9 Intrusion; 14 Brittle; 15 Because; 
16 Vesture; 19 Staff; 20 Acute; 21 Steep. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which great British actor’s middle name 
was Kerr? 

2. What is the collective name for the first five 
books of the Old Testament? 

3. Which Greek actress died of lung cancer in 
March 1994? 

4. What is the name of Seurat’s technique of 
painting with dots? 

5. Which pop group had a hit with 
Morningtown Ride? 


6. Which African leader was called ‘The Lion 
of Judah’? 

7. Which composer was nicknamed ‘the 
Waltz King’? 

8. With which US political party has Tammany 
Hall been associated? 

9. Which military vehicle was invented by 
Ernest Swinton? 

10. Which sleepy character was invented by 
Washington Irving in 1819? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Female; 2 Philippines; 3 Eddie Grundy; 
4 Home Guard; 5 OJ Simpson; 

6 Electrocardiogram; 7 Lhasa; 8 Zinc; 

9 Uruguay; 10 Electrical resistance. 

Niner: PERSONIFY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

32156 gives a tree, 

47453 gives a second tree, 

956128 gives a fertile spot. 
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direct from Birmingham airport 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


MADEIRA WINTER SUN 


Quote Code: CFL341 


Selected Monday 
departures until 
April 2018 


Madeira has everything 
- verdant forests, great 
mountains, hidden valleys, 
crystal waters, temperate 
climate, exotic flowers, 
culture, wildlife and food. 
Now you can have the 
perfect winter escape with 
this terrific value package 
staying at a quality 4 star 
hotel. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to FunchaF 

✓ 7 nights at the 4 star Hotel Raga, Funchal 

✓ Light all-inclusive: buffet-style breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
plus complimentary drinks with meals 

✓ Afternoon tea/coffee with cake 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 

The advertised price is correct as of 25 September 2017 and is based upon departure 
from Birmingham airport on 11 December 2017. 
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Optional excursions available to pre-book 
or book in resort. 



8 days, by AIR from 

£649» 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI A p 
or to book, please call: lOd 


CYPRUS WINTER SUN 

Selected departures, 

November 2017 - April 2018 

Gorgeous eastern Med island with beaches, forests, 
waterfalls, mountain villages, sea caves, vineyards, 
snow-capped peaks, fishing harbours and 10,000 
years of World Heritage history. The perfect holiday 
away from the British winter. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Paphos + 

✓ 7 nights at the 3 star Dionysos Central Hotel, Paphos with 
hot buffet English breakfast and buffet dinner 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to the hotel 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


LAKE MAGGIORE 

AND COMO SPECIAL 

Selected departures, 15 & 30 April, 13 May, 

23 September & 7 October 2018 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Milan Malpensa* 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Flora, Stresa in a room with 
a balcony 

✓ Borromean Islands cruise with visits to Isola Bella and 
Isola Pescatori 

✓ Three lakes tour of Lake Maggiore, Lake Lugano and Lake Como 

✓ Centovalli narrow-gauge railway excursion to Locarno, Switzerland 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


8 days, by AIR 
from 


£ 629 " 


The advertised price is correct as of 25 September 2017 and is based upon 
departure from Birmingham airport on 10 January 2018. 


8 days, by AIR 
from 


£839 pp 


The advertised price is correct as of 25 September 2017 and is based upon 
departure from Birmingham airport on 15 April 2018. 


+ We have included the current flight price within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be 

confirmed to you at time of booking. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


f ■ V' 

OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 
6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. 


Q 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, October 5, 2017 





















































































































































Waaamama's - food that woks 



It was a busy day off work. While the rest 
of the city was facing the nine-to-five, we 
were racing around attending various 
appointments. Places to go, people to see, 
so we really needed a quick ladies-that- 
lunch kind of meal. 

There were loads of options, with Italian, burgers 
and pub grub all on the menu. But we decided to go 
for something wholesome and a brand that was a firm 
favourite for both of us. Wagamama’s has been going 
for 25 years and boasts more than 120 restaurants in 
the UK alone. We dropped in at the new outlet in New 
Street, Birmingham. 

The concept is truly Japanese. The menu is varied 
with many little nibbly bits, ramen (broth) noodle 
dishes, teppanyaki (sizzling noodles), donburi 
(steamed rice) curries with drinks including fresh 
juices, Asian beers and traditional Japanese rice wine 
sake. While it has added to its menu over the years it 
has kept some of its original dishes. 

QUIET 

From the outside it seemed fairly quiet but everyone 
was seated at the back. There were tables outside and 
for a Tuesday lunchtime, it was just the right amount of 
busy. I already knew what I’d be having before I stepped 
inside but happily perused the menu just in case 
something different jumped out at me. 

My friend opted for lots of smaller plates and a diet 
Coke whereas I went for edamame beans and a chicken 
katsu curry with a glass of Prosecco. 

We both ordered the edamame beans which are 
popped into the mouth to enjoy the salty soya flavour. It 
always seems like a healthy option and gives a virtuous 
feeling especially as I was enjoying my glass of fizz. 


My curry was up next. A gorgeous mould of perfectly 
cooked rice, boiled and not at all sticky or stodgy with 
the Panko breaded sliced chicken smothered in the 
gorgeous katsu curry sauce. There was a lovely side 
salad with a fiery ginger garnish on the side which 
added some refreshment from the heat of the curry. 

The sauce was thick and smooth and there was lots 
of it. My friend couldn’t decide what to have so went for 
the chilli squid, ebi katus and a raw salad. She picked 
at her dishes as they each arrived, devouring bits from 
each with a contented look creeping into her smile. The 


crispy fried squid was dusted with the spice shichimi. 

It also comes with a chilli and coriander dipping sauce. 
She loved the squid, said it was perfectly cooked. 

The ebu katsu was crispy fried prawns in panko 
breadcrumbs, served with a spicy chilli and garlic 
sauce. The perfect soft fishy pieces were a delicious 
contrast to the crunchy coating of breadcrumbs and the 
chilli dip added some fire to the light prawn flavour. 

The raw salad was a lovely healthy option with mixed 
leaves, edamame beans, baby plum tomatoes, seaweed 
and pickled mooli, carrot and red onion and all of it 


topped with fried shallots and the wagamama house 
dressing. She ate the lot saying it was fresh and zingy 
and very well dressed. 

There were desserts on offer but none really took our 
fancy. In any case we had dresses to try on so didn’t 
want any extra unnecessary bulges! 

A bill of £44.05 was reasonable for the amount of food 
we had ordered. It was a great experience and the staff 
were friendly and smiley throughout making the meal all 
the more enjoyable. 


LISA WILLIAMS 



Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



FLAT 5. 369 GILLOTT ROAD, EDGBASTON 



FLAT 40 CARNEGIE AVENUE, TIPTON 



Forthcoming 
Auction 


Cottons 

CM AIT lUftO SUIVIYORS 


50 LOTS 

For full details of our lots available, or 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


DEFINITION OF GUIDE PRICES 

The guide price is an indication of the seller's current minimum price expectation at auction and the guide price, or 
range of guide prices, is given to assist prospective purchasers. The guide price can be adjusted by the seller at any 
time up to the day of the auction in light of the interest shown during the marketing period and bidders will be 
notified of this change on our website and by the auctioneer prior to the lot being offered. 


THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


DEFINITION OF RESERVE PRICE 

The reserve price is the seller’s minimum acceptable price at auction and the figure below which the auctioneer cannot sell. It is usual, but 
not always the case that a provisional reserve is agreed between the seller and the auctioneer at the start of marketing and the Final 
Reserve Price will be agreed between the auctioneer and the seller prior to the auction sale. Whilst the reserve price is confidential it will 
usually be set within the quoted guide range and in any event will not exceed the highest quoted guide price. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Traditional semi 
detached in a 
desirable location 

A traditional semi detached property in one 
of Oldbury’s most sought-after and desirable 
locations, 121 Victoria Road, Oldbury, lies 
opposite West Smethwick Park. 

Having excellent family accommodation, having 
been extended to the rear, it is for sale through Tom 
Giles at £235,000. 

There are good public transport links, including 
Junctions 1 & 2 of the M5 motorway for commuters. 

With double glazing and gas central heating, the 
home has fitted wardrobes to all bedrooms and a 
large private established rear garden. 

Steps with wrought iron railing lead to the entrance 
and reception hall with ceramic tiled flooring. 

A cloakroom/WC has a shower cubicle with near full 
height tiling, small wash hand basin with tiled splash 
and low flush WC. It has a ceramic tiled floor and a 
door to a side verandah, with doors to front and rear. 
The L-shaped kitchen has a ceramic tiled floor. The 
dining area has an etched glass window. The kitchen 
contains an L- shaped working surface, a built-in 
oven, four plate gas hob and an extractor canopy. 

Upstairs, bedroom has a bay window and two built- 
in double wardrobes. Bedroom two has two built-in 
double wardrobes. Bedroom three has a built-in store 
cupboard. 

The bathroom has a white suite providing panelled 
bath in full height tiling with shower mixer off the pillar 
taps and a side folding screen, close coupled WC 
and pedestal wash hand basin in half height tiling and 
vinyl flooring. 

Outside, there is a driveway to the front, brick 
boundary wall with mature shrubs, steps with 
wrought iron fencing leading to front entrance door 
and side door providing a trademan’s entrance to 
the rear of the property. To the rear of the property 
is a delightful well established private garden with 
patio to the rear of the dining room, cold water tap, 
brick retaining wall and steps up to shaped lawn with 
stepping stones, borders containing mature trees 
and shrubs and shaped chipping stone patio area 
with a lily pond. 

There is also a lawn with central footpath leading to 
further patio area. 


OLDBURY £235,000 



KEY FEATURES 


Traditional semi detached 
3 bedrooms 
Desirable area 

Opposite West Smethwick Park 
Spacious accommodation 


TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY 


AGENT: Tom Giles 
TEL: 0121 552 6171 
EMAIL: general@tomgiles.net 


LOVEYOUR 

POSTCODE 


Modern Estate Agents 

0800 862 0870 
loveyourpostcode.com* 







GUARANTEED. Get your full asking price 
within 21 days or enjoy the home sale on us * 

*New clients only, subject to using our expert property valuation. 


PROUD HEADLINE SPONSOR OF THE 3 rd SIKH HELPLINE BIKE RIDE 

JOIN OUR GROUP & OVER 200 RIDERS ON 1 ST OCT 2017 


Q 


COVERING 24 MILES FROM BIRMINGHAM TO WOLVERHAMPTON 
For more information visit: www.sikhhelpline.com 
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New offices. 

New branding. 

Same award winning team! 




Goodchilds Estate Agents b Lettings 
Wednesbury is part of the Belvoir Group. 

A multi award winning letting agency offering 
the same high level of service for sales. 

Come in and see our newly refurbished 
office at 4 Woden House, Market Place, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7AG or call 0121314 4206 


Last week we offered to 

sell 50 houses for free* 

but there are now only 
14 places remaining. 

Call now 
to take 
advantage 
of this offer. 


*Offer applies to the first 50 new instructions from the 1st September 2017 to the 31st October 2017. 




Wednesbury 

4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG 


0121314 4206 



Cannock 

15 Wolverhampton Road, 
Cannock, Staffordshire, WS111AP 

01543 886555 



Wolverhampton 

42 Queen Square, 
Wolverhampton, WV11TX 

01902 267655 



rightmove 

find your happy 


Zoopla 


Call your award winning team on 

0121314 4206 for a Free Valuation 

Goodchilds, 4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG • wednesbury@goodchilds-uk.com 



Part of the BELVOIR! Group 


f ^ Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 





















Ill 

SOLD S.T.C 

w mi 


Landlords! Challenge us to Let your property in only 9 days 

Our Offer To All Landlords 


Selling? Challenge us to sell your property in only 41 days 


Our Offer To All Sellers 


• Over 2500 successful sales transactions 


Sell your house in 41 days or less 

The Midlands largest and most 
successful sales team 

A free no obligation valuation on 
your property in 48 hours 

Your property marketed and sold 
by people who live and work in 
the area with local knowledge 


Huge database of registered 
people looking to buy in your 
local postcode area 


Support from a large 
branch network 

Free EPC 


SOLD S.T.C 

mix 


SOLD S.T.C 


SOLD S.T.C 


29 



We guarantee your rent meaning even 
if the Tenant doesn't pay, we will pay 
you 

No hidden set up fees like many agents 

Full legal protection for eviction and 
information available on landlords 
laws and obligations 

Successfully managing more 
properties than any other Midlands 
based letting agent 


• Trading for over 10 years, your 
money and your property is in safe 
hands with us 

• Managed by people who actually 
own properties 

and know what it's like to be a 
landlord 

• Guarantee to find you a Tenant in 9 
days or less 


Be with 

BELVOIR! 

To Let 


1 





rightmove 

find your happy 


Zoopla 


Call your award winning team on 

0121314 4206 for a Free Valuation 

Goodchilds, 4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG • wednesbury(agoodchilds-uk.com 



Part of the BELVOIR! Group 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford • Stoke-on-Trent • Telford • Walsall • Wednesbury • Wednesfield • Wolverhampton 
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Harvills 




A development of 2 & 3 
bed homes for sale 


Due to the popularity of this successful 
development, we have now sold out 
of new homes during 2017. 


Register now to find out about 
our new releases and homes 

launching in 2018! 




Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 OEQ 

Call: 01215 149 357 


Open 

Thurs to Sun 10am - 5pm, 
Mon 11am - 5pm 


@lovell_uk E /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


*Help to Buy: Equity Loan. Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity loan, allowing buyers to access 
mortgages of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme available on selected properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you 
on a mortgage. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




ROWLEY REGIS 
HARROLD ROAD 


£225,000 


An extended semi-detached property in a convenient 
location. Having the benefit of a study which could be 
used as a 5th bedroom. Double glazing, gas central 
heating to porch, block paved driveway and large rear 
garden. EPC Rating C 




Modern end terraced house with NO UPWARD CHAIN 
offering a superb first time purchase or investment. Well 
maintained throughout with the benefit of double glazing, 
gas central heating (where specified), off-road parking 
and rear garden. EPC Rating C. 




OLDBURY 
MOAT ROAD 


£399,950 


EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT. Modernised and improved spacious 
semi-detached house. Double glazing, gas central 
heating, gardens front and rear, detached double garage 
and secure parking to rear. EPC Rating E 




OLDBURY 
TITFORD ROAD 


£299,950 


An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and 
Commercial premises comprising of detached family 
residence known as ‘Providence Cottage’ together with 
yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop. 
Central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 




OLDBURY 
VICTORIA ROAD 


£289,950 


A wonderful and unique opportunity to acquire a well 
maintained traditional Detached property providing 
excellent family accommodation. With conservatory and 
utility area, central heating, double glazing, extensive 
garden to rear and off-road parking. EPC Rating C 




TIPTON 
EAGLE LANE 


£269,950 


Extended modern detached house in popular and 
convenient location with a delightful Summer House 
in the rear garden. Ensuite shower to main bedroom, 
private rear garden, off-road parking, EARLY INSPECTION 
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. EPC Rating C 



OLDBURY 
VICTORIA ROAD 


£235,000 


Extended traditional semi-detached house offering 
situated in a sought after location opposite West 
Smethwick Park with side verandah, central heating, 
double glazing, tarmac driveway to front and large 
private established rear garden. EPC Rating D 




Tl VI DALE 

NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD 


£199,500 


A detached bungalow in need of general updating and 
decoration but offering good sized accommodation. 
Central heating, double glazing, established gardens 
to front and rear, double garage and off-road parking. 
EPC Rating F 




1 WEST BROMWICH £169,950 

BEXLEY GROVE 

B 

ROWLEY REGIS F1fiI - nnn 

BUCKINGHAM ROAD £lbb,UUU 

B 

OLDBURY £149,950 

LANDSWOOD ROAD 

B 

0LDBURY £119 950 

EAST AVENUE £119,950 

B 

OLDBURY fifwnnn 

FISHER ROAD £105,000 

Traditional semi-detached house in need of general 
updating and with NO UPWARD CHAIN. Potential for 
extension subject to planning. Double glazing, central 
heating (where specified) conservatory, off-road parking 
and rear garden. EPC Rating E 

a 

The opportunity to acquire a detached bungalow situated 
in a popular and convenient residential location. Central 
heating, double glazing, block paved driveway with 
detached garage and private established gardens. NO 

UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E 

B 

The opportunity to acquire a semi-detached house in a 
convenient and popular location. Double glazing (where 
specified) and gas central heating. Off road parking and 
private rear garden. EPC Rating E 

B 

Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 

EPC Rating D 

B 

The opportunity to acquire a terraced property in need 
of improvement and being situated in a popular location 
approximately 1 mile from Oldbury Town Centre with 
double glazing and private garden at rear. EPC Rating G 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


am 




























AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 

130 LOTS 


18TH OCTOBER 

Aston Villa Football Ground 
Starting at 11:00am 


AUCTION 


To include properties on behalf of: 

Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Housing Associations 


Birmingham 

' C»ty Council 



8 The Croft, Dudley 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 


66 Milton Street, Brierley Hill 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £30,000+ (plus fees) 


6 Cygnet Road, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £39,000-£44,000 (plus fees) 


47 Pendeford Mill Lane, Codsall 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


22 Marston Grove, Great Barr 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 



10 Ash Drive, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 



17 St. Marks Road, Smethwick 

4 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £150,000+ (plus fees) 



15 Hallam Street, West Bromwich 

Investment Property with 6 Bedsits 
Current Gross Income: £16,640pa 

Guide: £99,000+ (plus fees) 



78 St Annes Road/99 A, B & C 
High Street, Cradley Heath 

Investment Property of 9 Flats 
Current Gross Income: £47,642.52pa. 

Guide: £325,000+ (plus fees) 



9 Dimmocks Avenue, Bilston 

3 Bed Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £7,200pa 

Guide: £72,000-£74,000 
(plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


'V 0121 233 5046 www.sdlauctions.co.uk y@SDLBigwood 

Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the 
property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to change up 
to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to 
additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please 
refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 



LIMITED OFFER - DON’T MISS OUT 


uMnAMxwtb 


CARPETS & VINYL* 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our beautifui 
3 bedroom Redwood homes at Cedar Walk. See how 
we go further with the finer details and imagine the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Reserve now 
and get your carpets and vinyl included* 

2 and 3 bedroom homes from £187,995 or 
with Help to Buy £150,396** 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
OPEN: Thurs -Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



ons and finishes may vary. ‘Available on selected plots reserved before 31st September 2017, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to term: 


CGI of 3 bedroom Redwood homes at Cedar Walk. Elevatic 


is and conditions. TCalls 


2p per mir 


plus your phc 


ipany’s access charge 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, October 5, 2017 





























Aerials 


Carpets 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
^ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY UKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65 - SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 




«SiHi 



SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. n» I Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift 
plus take away old carpets 

free of charge 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 
01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


Decorating 


Electricians 


D.S.D 

SERVICES 

We climb the heights 


Installers UPVC fascias, soffits & guttering 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS OVER 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


FREE 

Dry Verge 

or Guttering 

ON ALL ORDERS 



TELEPHONE DAVE 
0121 661 4884 or 07449 001 421 

For your Free Quotation 


ALL AREAS COVERED • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Fencing 


T&D FENCING 


Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/ 07919 597B2B 

Carpentry 

Simply Doors Walsall 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



External UPVC and composite doors 


also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX X Z2 S 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 



Colour Zone 


Interior & exterior painting - » 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 



i 


0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


M&B 

PAINTING & 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Electrical 




RE-UPHOLSTERY A 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 
SOFA WORKSHOP 
Oldbury 

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime 
^email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com j 


Bectrical Services 

NIC/EIC Registered 
Commercial & Domestic 
Installer Scheme 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All electrician work undertaken 



07507 070788 / 01214345H79 

/ 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 

ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality Jg mmm 
local service call: I 


mbelectric. co. uk 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES-24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

V 

Registered Company EPP31221 





Handy 

oJ} 

TolT Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 


LOW PRICES! 




Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 



LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 
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Gardening 


Plumbing 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


n 11 tree & garden | STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

L SERVICE! I all general plumbing & tiling work undertaken 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

■ Paths Bu il d i ng work undertaken 



• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 


competitive prices 

All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07759 187081 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


OUSEHOLD- 

J- U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/CL fi All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 

\—Lvww.household-plumbing.co.uk 



KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


Mobile Hairdresser 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


B I LEH 
HAIRDRESSE 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 


07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 



Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Flip 8, Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 



elite*rl!astTcs 


Property Maintenance 


Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 


1 Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 



CA. Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


W.H. SERVICES 




PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
, t i ★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
* - ~ For a FREE quote call 

Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



•Fascias •Softs • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



A1 Little Job Man 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

3 Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


f§| 


0121 553 3020 


Rubbish Removal 


Skip Hire 


j 


Plumbing & Heating 


PATS GAROENING 

Services 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 


ROB’S 


EST. 
SINCE 1992 


RUBBISH 


A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 


Small Jobs NO PROBLEM IB — - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 


0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 


LOST 

Border Terrier, bitch, on 
Shoal Hill, Cannock, 
Thursday, September 21. 
Reward offered for safe 
return. 

Telephone 07808 005871 or 
07706 364204. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

4 wheels, lights, nice rear 
carrier bag, basket. 
Suspension, superb condition. 

£340. 

Will deliver. 

0121 440 2867/07804 239956. 



I 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

New 8mph scooter, Drive 
ST4D, 26 mile range, full sus¬ 
pension, pneumatic tyres, 
immaculate, full Warranty and 
free delivery included. 
£1,095 ono. 

07718 089131 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Pride Colt Sport 8mph scooter, 
20 mile range, full suspension, 
solid tyres, 25 stone capacity, 
lovely scooter, full Warranty 
ana free delivery included. 
£895 ono. 

07718 089131. 

POWER WHEELCHAIR very good 
condition, £380 o.n.o. 

0121 421 4075. 


TGA SONET MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 

New October 2014, little use, 
very good condition. £700. 

Roma Reno II powered 
wheelchair 

New Sep 2016, unused. 

£700. 

Warrick riser recliner chair 

£150. 

Four wheeled walking aid, with 
seat, £ 20 . 

3 wheeled walking aid, £10. 
01785 841153. 07845 234446. 


TABLE TOP SALE 

Gospel Blue Ribbon Mission, 
Taylors Lane, 

West Bromwich, 

B71 4AL. 

Saturday, October 7. 

11am - 2pm. 




NECKLACE 9CT gold, rope chain 18 
inches, £150. Necklace, fobwatch 
chain, 18 inches, £150. 

01543 272968. 



L Leisure 
Time 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday 

and Bank Holiday Monday 
Muckley Corner, Hall Lane, 
Lichfield, WS14 QBE 


Booters £4 


6.00am-2pm 


07538 842842 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE 

Every Wednesday, 10am - 2pm. 
Brook Street Community Centre, 
Tipton DY4 9DD. 07958 684 716 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* All Caravans Wanted * 
£ Any Age or Condition £ 
£ *CASH* WAITING* * 

* Immediate collection * 
j Call Bill on 07825 325 913 1 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARNABY REALM 
CARAVAN 

35 X10FT 
Six berth. 

Sited at Goetre Retreat 
Caravan Park, Abermule. 
Lovely, small, quiet residential 
park. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,955. 

07711 213280. 

LUXURY LODGES FOR SALE on 

stunning Seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, amazing views, 
great facilities. Pet friendly. Call 
Paul to arrange visit 07960 944721. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



Hair and Beauty 



MOBILE PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR STYLIST 

to perm, colour, etc. 


Two clients. 

Good rates paid to the right 
person. 

Cannock area. 

Must have Public Liability 
Insurance. 

Box Number P20970, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



Free Ad 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

13TH0CT 

8.00AM - 3.30PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


Table Top Sale 


IN DOOR CAR BOOT SALE 

Saturdays 

October 7, 14, and 21.10am. 
St Mark's Church Hall, 
Ocker Hill Road, Tipton, 
DY4OUT 

Tables from £5. 

07954 579217. 

I-X 


3 

Home & 
Services 


JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, October 7. 

at T2 noon. 

St. Peter's Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 

Admission 20p. 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



A REPEAT SALE 

Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 



Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 


01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ASH RECLAMAH0N 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



^ A Highly ^ 
Recommended 
Lady Buyer 


Cash Paid £300+ per ounce for 9 
carat Gold. 

Any amount collected! 
Sovereigns £200+ each, 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, 
oorcelain, anyoriental items, old brass items, 
any silver items, War medals military etc. 

Call: 01922 495066 
V or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, NinjaTurtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 

WANTED Cheap wood carving 
books with patterns for beginner. 
Willenhall area. 07553 983088. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 




CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


\ 

Aerials 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


\ 

Alarms/Security 

v_ 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 

12 Months Warranty 

All areas covered 

All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 

\ 

Appliance Repairs 

V 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

\ 

Bathrooms 

V 

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

A 

Building Services 

V 

A GRIFFITHS ROOFING & BUILD¬ 
ING Pitched & flat roofs, repairs, 
chimneys, fascias, guttering. 35 yrs 
exp. 07941 907401/01902 865771. 

A DAMP 

A PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, . 1 
building & plastering work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 

G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, 
roofing, driveways & 
landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465 / 
01902 579592 

\ 

Building Supplies 

v_ 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

Carpentry & ^ 

^ Joinery 

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

\ 

Carpet Fitters 

v_ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

\ 

Damp Proof Control 

v 

JUST DAMP PROOFING 

All Areas Covered 

Sovereign approved damp proofer 
Up to 30 years 

Backed Guarantee available 

Call 07903 029768 

"\ 

Gardening Services 

V 

H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 

J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 1 

4T\ All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 

’ pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

, patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 

01922898710 / 07973177 976 | 

\ 

Fencing 

, PORTWfly 

V fencing 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon M lilJJ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Port way Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Gas Fitting 


GAS "i 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Handyman Services 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


HANDYMAN SERVICE 

Grass/ Hedge Cutting 

Drives & Patios Powerwashed 
Fence Repairs and General 
Handyman Service 

Call Simon: 07593 544566 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


\ 

House Clearances 

V 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 


\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

V 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Lock Services 

V 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 07585 099385. 

Painters/ ^ 

v Decorators 

LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 

\ 

Plans Prepared 

V 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

\ 

Plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 075T9 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

'N 

Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

GH PLUMBING 

Free Quotes, Gas safe services. Luxury 
bathrooms supplied & fitted. Landlord Certs. 
Service & repairs, power flushing, boiler 
replacements, full central heating systems 
07921 8006651 www.ghplumbingltd.co.uk 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 
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Oven Cleaning 


i 

V, 

K0 

0 


Express & Star 


OVEN CLEANERS! 


CLAIM 

YOUR 

FREE 

ADVERT 


Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OS DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


ffisaEffisaaiMEiaEs 

SSSs 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Tree Services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 


Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 



bffiSUiUii 

ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


POODLE DOG 
SPECIALIST 

Clipping and Grooming. 
Free Quotes Call: 
07855 405022 or 
01543 876145 


Roofing 


We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, Leak Repairs, 
Emergency Repairs, Lead Work, Tiling and Slating. 

07476 834512 0121 4204374 
www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 


Business & 
Farming 


business 

directory 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 




Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


[C^La, 


^andlordAccreditabon Schem^ 


uoqueeogoeo 

J9accommodation .com 


BIRMINGHAM 

3 Bedroom House, Good 
Condition, Good Location, CH, 
DG, Front Car port, near local 
amenities including schools 
and bus routes. Quick sale. 

£99,000 
0121 358 4444 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


Properties Wanted 



of purchase price 

IEVERY4rTtIIVIE! 


FAST 4 Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
MM • FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


on ffeciQ qqq A 

0138450050m 


mmum 





FAST FOR CASH 



MPK 



wnJm . -to* 

For great business results call 

01902 319191 


48 Hours | 

or Surpm<* — * 


Call us today on: 01902 50 44 48 
or visit cur wt-mib • mpknights.co.uk 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 

“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified! (Is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



r* 


Call Paula 01384 467643 


★ Local * Independent * Confdential 


A 


Jobs 




VERY EXPERIENCED 
NATIONAL CPC HOLDER 

Seeking full or part time 
contract work. 

All fleet sizes and licence issues 
considered. 

07876 342844. 


Full Time - General 


Inshore 


WE ARE NOW 
RECRUITING! 


■ SUPPORT WORKERS £8.00ph 
SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS £9.00ph 

FULL TIME & PART TIME 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Apply today: 

www.beasupportworker.co.uk 

or call 01384 421460 

for an application form 


ARC* 


HGV DRIVERS 


We need the following for immediate starts. 

40 x LGV 1 - £11 - £25ph local contract with major 
parcel distributor. 

15 x LGV 11 - £10 - £16ph - Immediate start on 
going assignment. 

9 x 7.5t drivers - must have tacho experience. 
£8.50 - £12.00ph 

For Details of these and other 
unadvertised jobs Call 
0121 479 0799 


Express & Star 


BE A LOCAL ' 

STAR 

Sales Relationship 
Merchandiser 


Do you have an eye for detail, are you 
self - motivated, enthusiastic and are able to 
communicate effectively and with confidence. 

The Express and Star are looking for a sales relationship merchandiser to join our 
team helping to grow audience, strengthen the relationship with retailers, readers 
and ensure the brand experience is positive. 

Working within a busy customer focused environment, the successful applicant 
will work as part of a team, in designated territories, you will be required to 
ensure that all our titles are available, in key strategic positions to maximise 
response and exposure. 

Previous sales or merchandising experience in the FMCG market is desirable, 
but not essential.The ability to react quickly and positively to a wide variety of 
situations is required.A professional attitude must be displayed at all times. 

You must have a full current driving licence, transport will be provided. 

In return we offer full training and support, an annual salary of £8,360,25 days 
holiday per year and enrolment into the company pension scheme. 

The position is 20 hours per week worked across 5 days between 
Monday-Saturday, weekends and Bank Holiday working will be 
required on a rota basis. 


if you would like to be considered for this role please send your cv and covering letter to: 

HR Department Midland News Association, 51 -53 Queen Street,Wolverhampton WVI IES 
or by e-mail to: hr@mnamedia.co.uk Closing date: Friday 13th October, 2017. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Courses 



BIRMINGHAM: 30 N0V.-1 DEC. & 27-28 JAN. 
STOKE: 17-18 JAN. TELFORD: 25-26 JAN. 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 6-7 DEC. & 8-9 MARCH 



Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


Formoreinfo CfOAhO/'O 

ortobook: WWW. geU|JClUe .COIT1 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 



DRIVERS wanted - Class 10 tonners 
and 7.5 pick-ups. CPC 
required.Call 0121 520 6783 

TRADE PLATE DRIVERS required 
on self employed basis to collect & 
deliver vehicles throughout the UK. 
Early starts essential. 
Call 07932 355584 




Red/black, July 2015, 


one owner, 
4,000 miles only, 
fully serviced. 
£5,500. 

01785 662600. 



Motoring 


DOD RUNNER 


FORD PUMA 1.7 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


W reg. 

Full MoT 
Good runner 
Good bodywork. 

£450. 

01922 409857. 



BMW 118D SPORT 

2011,46,000 miles, MoT April, 
lady wwner last five years. Tax 
£30. 

£6,250 ono. 

07535 698708. 


LOOK 


BMW 1181 AUTOMATIC 

07 reg, chilli red, 5 door, 40,000 
miles, fsh, MoT May 2018, 2 
lady owners, excellent tyres on 
car plus set of as new Winter 
tyres, superb condition. 

£4,750. 

Phone for more details on 
0121 357 8407. 



CLASSIC JAGUAR 
SOVEREIGN 
5.3 SERIES 111 HE. 

1984. Owned since 2002. 
Garaged most of its life. 

Air Con. CD Player. 
Power Steering. 

Leather trim. Central Locking. 
89,162 miles. MoT July 2018. 
Must be seen. 

£3,250 ono. 

07403 637235. 



PEUGEOT 407 

SW 2.0 HDi 136SE. 

Halcyon blue metallic, mistral 
blk zagros cloth interior. 

17" alloys, glass electric sun 
roof, tinted glass,alarm. PAS. 
All MoTs, S/H. 32,000mls. 

£2,750 

07880 607406. 


MERCEDES A CLASS A150 
ELEGANCE 

2005 new model, 

1.5, Petrol, manual, 5-dr, silver, 
AC, alloys, alarm, 72,000 miles, 
fsh, 

£1,350 

07405 215217 


PEUGEOT 607SE 

genuine 70,000 miles, 

MoT failure, ABS faults, 

perfect runner or top quality 
spares, 

Sorn, off road. 

First best offer. 

07967 838662. 01785 780824. 


ESTATE 


PEUGEOT ESTATE DIESEL 

07 Plate, MoT, 
immaculate condition, 

7 seats, 

120,000 miles, EW, CL, 
alloys, roof rails. 

£1,395 

07486 521361 
ROVER 45 IE 

Turbo diesel, X reg, very good 
condition, new MoT, 

Bargain £750 ono. 

07864 842076. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 




FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 01216 202445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 

★ ★★ 

GENTLEMAN 70 

Looking for male companion, 
50-70. 

Must be non smoker, 
car if possible and photo 
(returned). 

Box Number P20963, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

HUY GUYS 

Modern Sandwell Female, 
late 60's, no ties, 

Seeks active, genuine, modern 
male, 55-70, 

Car owner preferred. 

For LTR if we click. 

Box Number P20973, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



★ ★★ 

LONELY GUY 65 

Own house and car, looking for 
a nice lady 45 - 65 for days and 
nights in and out. Wining and 
dining. Can accommodate 
maybe Relationship. 

Box Number P20968, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 
SEARCHING FOR 
B DICKINSON 


Was a Welder at Birmingham 
Burner Middlemore Lane, 
Aldridge, Walsall. 

Please get in touch with Edith 
from Pelsall. 

Box Number P20964, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 



SINCERE, PROFESSIONAL, 
MALE 

GSOH, own house and car etc. 
Solvent. Modern outlook and 
dress sense. Mid 50's. 
Divorced. No Ties. 

Seeks lady slim/medium with 
similar attributes for Friendship, 
possible relationship. 
Would not normally go down 
this route but giving it a try. 
You might be out there ?. 
Box Number P20969, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the value 
of £250go to: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

*T&C’s apply 
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LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 

LEE EMMANUEL GARRATT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 20 
Fereday Street Tipton West Midlands DY4 9NH, 
who died on 23/04/2017, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned 
Solicitors on or before 06/12/2017, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had notice. 
BACHES SOLICITORS 
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 
West Bromwich West Midlands B70 7PL t 512520 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/60965 Revelan Land At Albion Greets Green Proposed industrial unit for 

Group Pic Road West Bromwich research and development 

(Class Bip)), light 
industrial (Class B1 (C)), 
general industrial (Class 
B2) and storage & 
distribution (Class B8) 
with associated parking. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via 
the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 
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on the 

Express & Star website 
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The car has the Kodo design language and features flowing lines 


By James Parker 


Mazda’s Mondeo-rivalling family car has long been 
regarded as one of the best cars in its class, even 
if the sales figures have never quite lived up to the 
reviews. Now, though, the family four-door has been 
updated to become more refined and even better 
to drive. It’s a tough ask for a car that’s already a 
brilliant drive, but Mazda thinks it has managed it. 

This has been achieved, the Japanese brand says, 
through an updated interior, some vibration damping 
in the engine and a new torque vectoring system called 
G-Vectoring Control, or GVC, for short. Torque vectoring 
is something normally reserved for four-wheel-drive 
cars, sending the power to each axle as required, 
but this system is designed to increase grip by subtly 
braking on turn-in and transferring weight onto the front 
wheels. 

Even those who look closely would be hard pushed 
to spot the difference between the 2017 Mazda6 and 
its predecessor - mainly because there are almost no 
external changes. Both use the same Kodo design 
language and feature flowing lines, a gaping grille and 
both look stunning in Mazda’s Soul Red Metallic paint. 

Inside, there are more noticeable upgrades, such 



The 6 looks stunning in Soul Red Metallic paint 


as the new centre console and the updated steering 
wheel, but otherwise it’s a very familiar place to sit. 

With unchanged dimensions both inside and out, the 
Mazda6 is every bit as practical as its predecessor. The 
saloon boasts 480 litres of boot space, while the estate 
manages to squeeze 522 litres into its load bay - much 
the same volume as can be found in a Ford Mondeo 
estate. 

The cabin space is equally generous, with plenty 
of head and legroom for adults in all four of the main 
seats. The middle perch on the bench seat may be a 
little less comfortable for journeys of any distance, but 
it’s good enough to carry children on short trips. 

Mazda has made much of its refinement 
improvements with this iteration of the 6, but it’s difficult 
to tell how much of a difference has been made without 
driving the two cars back-to-back. 

It isn’t noticeably quieter than its predecessor, and it 
feels as though reducing the panel gap tolerances was 
a lot of trouble to go to for no reward, but then the 6 was 
already at the point of diminishing marginal returns - 
where each one per cent improvement was going to get 
harder and harder to come by. 

The introduction of GVC, however, has made a more 
tangible difference. You can feel the car decelerate 
slightly as you turn in, pushing weight onto the front 
wheels. The result is an increase in grip, but it does 
scrub a little cornering speed, so that may be half the 
effect. 

Even so, the Mazda is still an impressive car to drive, 
with nicely weighted steering and body control that 
belies its bulk, and thanks to engineering witchcraft, it’s 
also comfortable, ironing out our pockmarked roads 
without fuss. 

The Mazda6’s pricing hasn’t changed with the 
introduction of the 2017 car, so prices still start from 
£19,995 for the basic saloon and rise to £29,295 for the 
top-of-the-range estate. 

You do, however, get more for your money, with 
range-topping Sport Nav models getting an enhanced 
colour head-up display, a heated steering wheel and 
traffic sign recognition, while mid-range SE-L cars get 
power-folding mirrors as standard and an autonomous 
low-speed braking system. 

The Mazda6 has undoubtedly benefitted from its 
maker’s modifications, but it’s a small margin of 
improvement. Nevertheless, the changes make it an 
even worthier contender in this marketplace, appealing 
to families that want to use their car for long-distance 
touring every bit as much as the Ford Mondeo and VW 
Passat. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMRER TO RRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (Fs & C’s Apply) 



2011/11 
LAND ROVER 
FREELANDER 
2.2 SD4 X5 

5-dr Auto, 
Black, 

47,600 miles 

£ 14,995 

2008/58 BMW 
1 SERIES 
120D M 
SPORT 

2-dr Coupe, 
Red, 

51,500 miles 

£ 7,495 

14/14 

VAUXHALL 

AMPERA 

ELECTRON 

5-dr Auto, 
Grey, 36,470 
miles 

£ 14,995 

13/13 SKODA 
OCTAVIA 2.0 
TDi CR VRS 
BLACKLINE 

5-dr, Silver, 
43,000 miles 

£ 10,495 

15/65 
PEUGEOT 
208 1.2 
PURETECH 
82 ACTIVE 
5-dr, Orange, 
17,700 miles 
£ 8,495 



- — 2008/58 

1 - JAGUAR XF 

2.7D PREMIUM 
LUXURY 

4-dr Auto, 

43,000 miles 

£ 10,995 

2017/17 VAUXHALL ASTRA GRC VXR 2.0T 

White, Low miles. Aero Pack & Wheels . £20,995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL AMPERA ELECTRON HYBRID PLUG IN 

Grey, Leather, 36,000 miles ELECTRIC. £14,995 

2015/15 MAZDA MX-5 CONVERTIBLE 

Low mileage, Alloys, Beautiful!! . £13,495 

2014/64 SKODA RAPID SPACEBACK SE TDi ESTATE, 

Silver, Alloys, only 15,000 miles . £8,495 

2010/10 SEAT EXEO TDi ESTATE, Red, Diesel, Alloys, Air 

Con etc. 63,000 miles . SOLD 

2013/13 FORD FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC 5-dr, Black, Ecoboost 
Engine, only 22,000 miles . £7,750 

2008/58 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 5-dr, Diesel, Black, 4x4, 
43,000 miles . £6,495 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA STING 1.4 3-dr, 

Red, Only Delivery miles . £8,750 

2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA STING 5-dr, Red, 

Alloys etc. Only 5,500 miles . £7,495 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA ENERGY 1.4 5-dr, 

White, Alloys, Only 6,500 miles . £8,495 

2011/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRi Automatic, 5-dr, 

Black, Alloys, 45,000 miles . £6,495 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5-dr Automatic, 

Silver, Air Con, Alloys, 43,000 miles . £6,450 

2011/11 CITROEN DS3 3-dr, Red/White, Manual, Air Con, 

Alloys, 40,000 miles . £6,495 

2009/59 CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6 VTR HDi PLUS Diesel, 

Green Metallic, Alloys etc. Low mileage . £4,495 

2011/61 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXi 5-dr, Grey, Air Con, 
Alloys etc. 41,000 miles . £4,995 



2008/08 
JAGUAR 
XF 2.7D 
LUXURY 

4-dr Auto, 
Silver, 

63,000 miles 

£ 9,995 


15/15 
PEUGEOT 
2008 1.2 
ALLURE 

5-dr, 

Grey, 

14,400 miles 

£ 10,495 

14/64 
PEUGEOT 
108 1.0 
ACTIVE 

5-dr, 

Red, 

3,000 miles 

£ 7,495 

02/02 LAND 
ROVER 
FREELANDER 
1.8 XEi 
SOFTBACK 
3-dr, Black, 
77,606 miles 
£ 2,995 

09/09 

VAUXHALL 
CORSA 
1.4i 16V 
DESIGN 

5-dr, Silver, 
27,500 miles 

£ 4,450 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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European debut for 


new Nissan Leaf 



Technology is to the fore in the Leaf The car will now be able to cover 235 miles on one charge, so most owners won’t need to charge more than once a week 


By Rebecca Chaplin 

The first edition of the new Nissan Leaf is 
now on sale and cost £26,490, as revealed 
at its first appearance in Europe. 

Called the Leaf 2.Zero, the limited-edition 
version of the all-electric hatchback is kitted 
out with semi-autonomous functions including 
the ability to park itself. 

The price tag of £26,490 is specifically for 
this model, including the government grant, 
but Nissan will no longer be renting out 
batteries on top of this cost. 

Unveiled 

It was unveiled at the Nissan Futures 
3.0 event in Oslo, the first time the EV 
or its ProPilot functionality has made an 
appearance in Europe. It debuted alongside 
the new longer range e-NV200 van and home 
charging systems, all of which Nissan believes 
will get more drivers behind the wheel of an 
electric vehicle. 

ProPilot, the name Nissan gives its 
autonomous system, will enable lane-keep 
assist, intelligent cruise control and traffic jam 
assist all at the push of a button. This will be 
an optional extra, fitted as standard on top- 
spec models. 

Nissan Leaf product specialist for Europe 
Francesco Giacalone told the Press 
Association: “We have big expectations and 
the car represents a massive improvement for 
all technology in the car and from a design 
perspective, so we’re now moving to a more 
mainstream design. 

“I think some customers for the old Leaf 
were more reluctant to take the car because 


of some polarising in the design. They will not 
have these objections any more, therefore we 
can grow much faster and appeal to a broader 
population than we have done so far.” 

The Nissan Leaf also gets the addition 
of the ‘e-Pedal’ for the first time. This uses 
regenerative braking when the accelerator is 
released, meaning most drivers will rarely use 


the brake pedal and will cover short journeys 
using minimal battery power. 

The hatchback will now be able to cover 235 
miles on one charge, so most owners won’t 
need to charge more than once a week. The 
new version of the all-electric e-NV200 has 
increased range by 60 per cent, meaning it 
can cover 174 miles on one charge. 


Paul Willcox, chairman of Nissan Europe, 
said: “Nissan kick-started the electric vehicle 
revolution almost a decade ago. 

“In that time, we’ve sold more EVs than 
any other manufacturer on the planet,” he 
explained. 

“Now we’re outlining our plans for the 
next decade, which will see even bigger 


investments in infrastructure, new battery 
advances and will even change the way 
people access and pay for the power in their 
cars. 

“Put simply, we’ve been doing it longer than 
anyone else, we’ve sold more than anyone 
else, and we have a more exciting plan for the 
future than anyone else.” 
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Charlemont Star pictured in 1976 with boss and founder Garth Thomas (top left) 


Star line-up for a photo call during the 1988/89 campaign 



Andrew Wilcoxson (back right) and his current squad on their most recent European tour 



Past and present players gather at recent reunion 


Star’s still shining 
bright 60 years on 


SIX decades on from their forma¬ 
tion, Charlemont Star continue to 
give their players the chance to 
shine. 

The amateur football club, based in 
West Bromwich, celebrated their 60th 
anniversary recently at Dartmouth Golf 
Club, where current and former players 
joined to share tales of their time with the 
Star. 

They were formed in 1957 by Garth Thomas, 
who died in 2015. Over the years he retained 
a keen interest in the goings on and was kept 
regularly updated. 

An extract from Thomas’ memoirs read: 
“Up until I was 23 my routine was to have a 
kick about with local teenagers at Bird End. 
Gradually those got longer, so one Saturday 
afternoon in July the lads suggested we start 
a team. At the time I only gave it a week or so 
believing it would be a seven-day novelty.” 

Consistent 

The club have been blessed with commit¬ 
ment and consistent management, firstly under 
Thomas, before Baz Plant took up the reins in 
the 1980s. Current boss Andrew Wilcoxson 
joined the club in the mid 1990s, managing 
alongside Dave Stocking and Richard Cox, and 
has been sole manager since Star’s reformation 
in 2010 following a brief break. 

The club originally competed in the West 
Bromwich Sunday League, later named the 
Sandwell League. They regularly went toe-to- 
toe with rivals The Bush, Wones United, Prince 
Regent, White Swan and Churchfield Tavern in 
their early years. 

For the most part of their existence, Char- 
lemont’s home base has been Hydes Road 
playing fields in Wednesbury. They have just 
secured permission to return to Churchfields 
playing fields in West Bromwich for the cur¬ 
rent campaign. Hamstead Hill has also been 
another home. 

An array of former players returned for the 
club’s latest milestone celebration. Plant, a re- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Lewis Cox 


“It’s giving lads the op¬ 
portunity to play. It’s or¬ 
ganised. All they have to 
do is turn up and play.” 

tired schoolteacher, 60, who played and man¬ 
aged for around 15 years, said: “When I joined 
there were various characters from the around 
the Stone Cross and Charlemont area. John 
Garnzarek, who has sadly died, Keith Willets, 
Jimmy Young - they were the main characters, 
and they welcomed me whole-heartedly with 
Garth. 

“Garth was larger than life in more ways 
than one. A big guy, 20 stone plus. I had a yel¬ 
low Mini when I started and he got in it and 
buckled the car door. 

“We’d regularly finish seventh or eight in the 
league. We never got relegated despite finishing 
so low, even when finishing bottom! It’s fantas¬ 
tic at the moment. The job that Andy’s done is 
absolutely brilliant.” 

Wilcoxson described moving to the Birming¬ 
ham Festival League as ‘a shot in the arm’ for 
the club. Star enjoyed success at the turn of 
the millennium, gaining promotion to Division 
Two alongside a couple of handy cup runs in 
the Birmingham County FA Junior Cup. 

Their only time out of action was a brief 
break of four seasons between 2006 and 2010 
before Wilcoxson launched the club again, at¬ 
tracting a new squad that entered the West 
Midlands Christian Football League. 

In seven years they have provided opportu¬ 
nities to hundreds of youngsters both in the re¬ 
gion and, remarkably for a local amateur side 
with one member of staff, on the continent. 

Star head out on an annual European tour. 
Since their reformation they have been away 
to Germany, Austria and Norway, facing local 


sides from their European counterparts. Star 
have forged close bonds with Bremen outfits 
TV Bremen-Walle and Bremer SV, whom they 
have played twice. They have also gone up 
against FT Gern, a youth club of German in¬ 
ternational Phillip Lahm, and Didi Hamann’s 
ex-club FC Wacker Munchen. 

The tours, organised by their boss, remain 
an attractive proposition to players, who enjoy 
both the social and competitive aspect of the 
club’s set-up. They head out to Leipzig in Ger¬ 
many next May. 

Wilcoxson, 48, from Telford, said: “It’s giv¬ 
ing lads the opportunity to play. It’s organ¬ 
ised. All they have to do is turn up and play. 
Everything’s provided for them. They are 
grateful, they don’t express it too often, it’s 
nice when they say they appreciate what you 
do. 

“I don’t want ‘thank yous’ and praise, you 
make memories and friends. It was nice at 
Garth’s funeral with how many former mem¬ 
bers attended. 

“Without Garth’s commitment and dedi¬ 
cation to the club it would have folded many 
years ago. There wouldn’t be a Charlemont 
Star. He was always interested and helped us 
financially.” 

Oh his jet-setting side, the boss added: “Many 
of the games stick in my mind because they’re 
good, competitive matches. Then there’s the 
memories and camaraderie with our hosts after 
the games. 

“The standard of football there, at amateur 
level, is well-organised but player-for-player, 
they’re close. Though we’ve picked a few anom¬ 
alies where they’ve been quite a bit better than 
us!” 

The future looks bright for Star, who are 
sponsored by Attewell Opticians and also the 
Red Lion pub in West Bromwich, with whom 
they have just struck a new partnership. 

The club are always on the lookout for new 
players, and are particularly in search for a 
goalkeeper for the current campaign. Anybody 
interested in supporting, sponsorship, coaching 
or playing can contact Wilcoxson by emailing 
ajwilco@sky.com. 


Fan favourite Lescott 
makes return to city 

JOLEON Lescott is on his way back to Wolverhampton for a special night 
with fans in December. Lescott remains a popular figure in the city thanks 
to his time at Wolves where he started his career after joining as a trainee. 

He was part of the Wolves side which won promotion to the Premier 
League for the first time in their history in 2003 at Cardiff and played more 
than 220 games before moving to Everton. He will talk about his career and 
meet fans at the Cleveland Arms, Stow Heath Lane, on December 7. 

After three years on Merseyside, Lescott went on to win two Premier 
League titles, an FA Cup and a League Cup at Manchester City before spells 
back in the West Midlands at Albion and Villa. 

It will be the first time the former England international, who won 24 
caps, has done a stage appearance and he will be alongside former Wolves 
promotion-winning team-mate Matt Murray. VIP tickets, to include a meet 
and greet, buffet, priority seating and signed photo, are on sale at clevelan 
darms.com or the venue, by phone 01902 451021. Standard tickets are £12. 


FA chiefs quizzed by 
MPs over Sampson 

FORMER Albion technical director Dan Ashworth and Wolves fan Martin 
Glenn will be among a quartet of bosses sent by the Football Association 
to face questions from a panel of MPs on its handling of the various crises 
surrounding former England Women’s manager Mark Sampson. 

Chairman Greg Clarke and human resources director Rachel Brace will 
join chief executive Glenn and technical director Dan Ashworth before the 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) committee on October 18. 

There they will be joined by England and Chelsea striker Eni Aluko, 
who accepted the panel’s invitation earlier this month to discuss the claims 
of bullying and racism she has made against Sampson. He was recently 
sacked as England boss, but not for Aluko’s allegations, which are still 
being investigated by the FA - although he has already twice been cleared 
of wrongdoing in that case. 

The 34-year-old was fired because of ‘inappropriate and unacceptable 
behaviour’ in his previous job at Bristol Academy. 


Doyle retires over 
concussion fears 

FORMER Wolves striker Kevin Doyle has announced his retirement from 
football - after repeated incidents of concussion. The 34-year had been 
playing in the MLS for Colorado Rapids and took advice from consultants. 

Republic of Ireland international Doyle was Wolves’ record signing when 
he moved to Molineux for £6.5million from Reading at the start of the 
2009/10 season. 

Doyle played a starring role as Mick McCarthy’s side avoided relegation 
from the Premier League, scoring nine goals in 34 appearances. He would 
stay with the club until 2015 when, after loan spells with Crystal Palace 
and QPR, he signed for Colorado. In all he netted 33 times in 179 Wolves 
games, his most memorable goal arguably the winner in a famous 2-1 vic¬ 
tory over Sir Alex Ferguson’s Manchester United in 2011. 

In a statement, Doyle said heading the ball had become ‘problematic’ 
and that two concussions this season alone have forced him to take medical 
advice. 
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Boss claims 
future bleak 
for Heathens 

FEARS are rising over the future of Cra- 
dley Heathens. 

Club director Nigel Pearson had ear¬ 
lier hinted his own involvement could 
not be guaranteed, while co-boss Gary 
Patchett says next season’s plans could 
be out of their hands. 

The reborn Heathens who made a 
stunning return to the sport, sharing 
with Wolverhampton and Birmingham 
in 2010. But with no immediate prospect 
of a home to call their own next year, 
track sharing is again the only option. 

It could mean that their final two 
meetings - both at Monmore - against 
Eastbourne on October 16 and the FAST 
Golden Hammer a week later - with 
Ashley Morris and Max Clegg signed up 
- could be their final action of the mod¬ 
ern era. 

“They were difficult this year, but we 
pulled a rabbit out of the hat with the 
double-headers, which have been rea¬ 
sonably successful,” said Patchett. 

“But running at Birmingham isn’t 
much fun for the supporters. We are 
grateful for the fact that we were able to 
race there, but it’s hard. 

“And with the likelihood of new own¬ 
ers at Birmingham, then they could be 
running two teams there. It may be that 
Perry Barr is not an option. 

“Then we have the AGM to come and 
from what I’m hearing, with Lakeside 
looking to return to the Premiership, 
they may come up with a 10-team league 
and four more home fixtures for Wolves. 
That’s four more Mondays we can’t 
have. We might be scuppered.” 

Crack riders signed 
up as speedway 
rivalry is renewed 

BIRMINGHAM will renew their rivalry 
with Coventry in the Tony Mole Fare¬ 
well meeting next Wednesday, 7.30pm at 
Perry Barr. 

The Surestop Brummies were set to 
face Cradley, but a depleted Heathens 
squad has prompted the switch of oppo¬ 
nents. 

Adam Ellis, Ben Barker and Adam 
Roynon have already been confirmed, 
while exciting American prospect Broc 
Nicol, the 19-year-old US national cham¬ 
pion, will line up for a rare appearance in 
the UK. Popular duo Martin Smolinski 
and Adam Skornicki have made them¬ 
selves available and will also grace the 
Perry Barr circuit again. 

Smolinski, who has competed in this 
season’s FIM Speedway Grand Prix 
Series, remains a huge hit with fans of 
both clubs. Skornicki enjoyed a fine few 
months with the Brummies in 2014 be¬ 
fore sustaining a nasty hip injury. 

Brummies team boss Graham Drury 
said: “It’s going to be a special occasion 
and with the line-ups we’re trying to as¬ 
semble it should turn out to be a crack¬ 
ing night of speedway.” 


Denny outpoints Stokes to take crown 


TYLER Denny outpointed Tom Stokes to be 
crowned Midlands Area Middleweight Champion. 

The pair clashed on BCB Promotions’ ‘You 
Asked For It!’ show at Walsall Town Hall last 
Saturday. 

The 26-year-old deservedly lifted the vacant 
strap after 10 absorbing rounds. Referee Kevin 
Parker scored the bout 96-94 as the Rowley Regis 
man maintained his unbeaten record, ending 
Stokes’s own undefeated rose in the process. 

Southpaw Denny claimed at least three of the 


first four rounds and, just as Stokes looked to 
be getting to him, the West Bromwich man was 
caught and stiffened his leg at the end of the fifth. 

As the fight wore on, Stokes began to close the 
gap but Denny finished the stronger. 

Also on the card, Walsall super bantamweight 
James Beech Jr recorded a first stoppage, in three 
rounds against Russ Midgley. 

Wolverhampton’s super flyweight Kyle Wil¬ 
liams successfully negotiated experienced Russian 
Sergei Tasimov on points whilst Kingswinford 


super welterweight Danny Ball recorded a points 
win over MJ Hall. 

Wolverhampton welterweight Lauren Johnson 
completed the packed out card with a points win 
over Bulgaria’s Borislava Goranova. 

Next Saturday, Luke Paddock of Bloxwich chal¬ 
lenges Glossop’s Adam Hague for the IBF Youth 
Lightweight Title at Walsall Town Hall. 

Tickets are £35 general admission (£40 on the 
door) and £60 (VIP Ringside to include buffet and 
waitress service). Call 0845 111 2900. 


GOAL TO DO 
RONDON GOOD 


Celebrating degrees of diversity 



Brendon Batson, Rhodene Cuningham and Cyrille Regis with the match ball 


SALOMON RONDON has been 
backed to build on his well-tak¬ 
en goal against Watford with a 
return to form. 

Albion’s No.9 scored at The Haw¬ 
thorns for the first time in 2017 during 
Saturday’s 2-2 draw with Watford. 

It came after Baggies boss Tony Pulis admit¬ 
ted he was ‘desperate’ to sign another striker in 
the summer transfer window and hinted that he 
would look to bolster that area in January. 

But Pulis reckons Rondon’s first league goal of 
the season will boost his confidence following his 
barren spell. 

“I thought Salomon did brilliantly,” said Pulis. 
“He tired at the end, but I thought he did bril¬ 
liantly. 

“It’s a goal that should give him great confi¬ 
dence which is great for us. 

“We’re desperate for Salomon to hit a bit of 
form again and that will help us enormously.” 

Rondon hadn’t started either of the previ¬ 
ous two games with Pulis preferring Hal Rob- 
son-Kanu and Jay Rodriguez up front. 

Latched 

But the Baggies boss reinstated the £12million 
man to his starting line-up and rewarded just 
18 minutes in when he latched on to Grzegorz 
Krychowiak’s inch-perfect ball over the top and 
tucked the ball under Heurelho Gomes. 

Skipper Jonny Evans added a second, but 
Watford hit back, through Abdelouye Doucoure 
and then Richarlison in stoppage time. It meant 
instead of being in sixth place, Albion are now 
winless in six games. 

And Pulis was left fuming over refereeing deci¬ 
sions that allowed the visitors to salvage a point. 

The head coach claimed James McClean’s chal¬ 
lenge that led to the free-kick was a fair one, and 
believes the man in the middle Michael Oliver 
should have already blown his whistle. 

He did admit, however, that his players should 
have managed the last few minutes of the game 
more professionally. 


ALBION launched their inaugural Diversity 
Day in style as representatives of the Three 
Degrees celebrated equality and togetherness 
at The Hawthorns. 

Cyrille Regis, Brendon Batson and mem¬ 
bers of the late Laurie Cunningham’s family 
presented the match ball on the pitch to a re¬ 
sounding reception on Saturday. 

Supporters got in on the act as they took 
part in a number of activities to celebrate the 
occasion before kick-off, with activities, cuisine 
and music - all part of the Albion Foundation 
initiative. Representatives of The Jonas Olsson 


Foundation were on-hand to spread the word, 
while the colourful beats of Dhol Blasters, a 
bhangra-style drum duo, provided a lively at¬ 
mosphere ahead of kick-off. 

Representatives of Proud Baggies, the club’s 
recently-launched LGBT+ supporters’ club, 
also met fans, while a special edition of the 
matchday programme featured eight pages of 
diversity content, including a Three Degrees 
tribute from Tony Brown. 

Rhodene Cunningham, niece of Baggies’ late 
great Laurie, said: “My uncle Laurie would be 
so proud that his legacy lives on.” 


Leaders are 
hampered by 
sending off 

Eccleshall 14 Wednesbury 7 

WEDNESBURY stay top of Midlands 
4 West (North) after three games, but 
second-placed Eccleshall closed the gap 
after victory last weekend. 

From the start Wednesbury put the 
home side under pressure and were 
awarded two penalties in the first 10 
minutes. Both came to nothing, but 
Wednesbury were unlucky not to go two 
tries up. 

After 19 minutes Eccleshall scored a 
fortuitous try. Due to the wet conditions, 
the Wednesbury backs were unable to 
get hold of the bouncing ball from a punt 
forward. It was knocked forward by the 
chest of an Eccleshall player bouncing 
over the line for the player to drop on the 
ball for the try, and then the conversion 
was added. 

After 28 minutes, Wednesbury were 
reduced to 14 players for a sending off 
after punches were thrown during a 
melee, then Dale Doughty went off in¬ 
jured. Eccleshall took advantage of the 
extra man to break away for a second 
try, converted. 

Wednesbury got on the scoresheet 
when Matt Dale broke away to drive over 
the line and added the conversion. 

This weekend Wednesbury entertain 
Pershore in the second round of the RFU 
Junior Vase, kick off 3pm. 

Wednesbury’s second team ran out 
winners at Eccleshall seconds, 29-12, 
with tries from Jamie Becket (2), Joe 
Devlin, Rhys Nickle, Andy Clarke and 
conversions from Sam Hodgetts and 
Simon Wallace. 

Charlesworth races 
home in Ironman 

BLACK Country Triathlete Rob Char¬ 
lesworth came home triumphant in 
12:47:26 following a 2.4 mile swim, 112 
mile ride and a 26.2 mile run at the Iron- 
man long distance tri in Barcelona. 

The juniors contested the last race 
of the club series with the BCT junior 
aquathlon at Ounsdale Leisure Centre. 

The Tri Star Start age group was 
won by Dylan Williams and the TS1 
age group by Millie Bytheway and Jack 
Langford. Abi Hathaway finished first in 
the TS2 age group ahead of Abbie Ken- 
nard with Ben Lucas first for the boys. 
In the TS3 Noah Sandland was first boy, 
with Holly Briscoe for the girls. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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Property Services 


✓ Fully Managed Service 429 Bearwood Road, B66 4DF 0121 533 1917 

✓ Rent Collection Only ✓ Let Only Service ✓ Sales www.jigsawpropertyservices.com 


LANDLORDS/PROPERTIES REQUIRED! 
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